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PLAIN ACCOUNT, &c. 


7 I purpoſe in the following papers 


is, to give a plain and diſtint account 
of the ſteps, by which I was led, during a courſe 
of many years, to embrace the doftrine of Chrit- 
tian Perfection. This I owe to the ſerious part of 
mankind, thoſe who deſire to know all the truth as 
it is in Jeſus, And theſe are only concerned in 
queſtions of this kind. To theſe I would nakedly 
declare the thing as it is, endeavouring all along 
to ſhew, from one period to another, both what 1 
thought, and why I thought /0. 1 5 

2, In the year 1723, being in the twenty-third 
year of my age, I met with Biſhop Taylor's “ Rule 
and Exeidiſes of holy living and dying.“ In read- 
ing ſeveral parts of this book, I was exceedingly 
affected: that part in particular, which relates to 

urity of intention. Inſtantly I reſolved to dedicate 
all my life to God, all my thoughts, arid words, and 
actions: being thoroughly convinced, there was 
no medium ; but that every part of my life, (not 
ſome only) muſt either be a ſacrifice to God, or 
myſelf, that is in effect, to the devil. 

Can any ſerious perſon doubt of tt is, or find a 
medium between ſerving God, and ſerving the 
devil? 

3. In the year 1729, I met with Kempis's Chriſtian 
Pattern, The nature and extent of inward Religion, 
the religion of the heart, now appeared to me in a 
ſtronger light, than ever it had done before. I ſaw, 
that giving even all my life to God, (ſuppoſing it 
poilible to do this, and go no farther) would profit 
me nothing, unleſs I gave my heart, yea all my 
heart, to him. I ſaw, that © Simplicity of intention, 
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and purity of affection.“ one defign in all we ſpeak 
or do, and one deſre ruling all our tempers, are in- 
deed © the wings of the ſoul,” without which ſhe 
can neveraſcend to the mount of God, 

4. A year or two after, Mr. Law's © Chriſtian 
Perfection, and Serious Call,” were put into my 
hands, Theſe convinced me more than ever, of 
the abſolute impoſſibility of being half a Chriſtian, 
And I determined, through his grace, (the abſolute 
neceſſity of which I was deeply ſenſible of) to be 
all-devited to God, to give him al! my foul, my 
bod and my ſubſtance. 

Will any confiderate man ſay, that this is cart ys 
ing matters too far? Or that any thing / is due to 
him, who has given himlelf for us, than to give 
him ourſelves, all we have, and all we are, 

5. In the year 1729, I began not only to read, 
but to ſtudy the Bible, as the one, the only ſtar.dard 
of truth, and the only model of pure religion, 
Hence l ſaw, ina clearer and clearer light, the in- 
diſpenſable neceſſitv of having the mind which was 
in Chriſt, and of walking as Chrift alſo walked ; even 
vi having. not ſam? hart Oniv. but ail Ike Mind 


which was in him; and ov! waiking as he walked, 
not only in many or in muſt reſpetts, but in 44 
things, And this was the light, wherein at this 
time I generally conſidered religion, as an uniform 
following of Chriſt, an entzre inward and outward 
conformity to our Malter. Nor was | afraid of any 
thing more, than of lending this rule to the ex- 
perience of myſelf, or of other men; of allowing 
myſelf in any the leaft diicontormity to our grand 
Exampler, | 
6. On January 1, 1733, 1 preached before the 
Univerſity, in St. Mary's Church, on the (ircum- 
ciſſon of the heart; an account of which I gave in 
theſe words, It is that habitual diſpoſition ot 
ſoul, which in the ſacred willings is termed holi- 
neſs, and which directly implies, the being cleanſed 
from fin, from all filthinels both of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and, by conſequence, the being endued with thoſe 
vittues, which were in Chriſt Jeſus, the being ſo 
renewed 


„ 


renewed in the image of our ni, as to be perfect as 
our Father in heaven ts * perfect.“ 

In the ſame ſermon 1 obſerved, © Love ts we 
filling of the law, the end of the commandment, It is 
not only the firſt and great command, but all the 
commandments in one. IV hatfoever things are juſt, 
what ſozver things are pure, if there be any virtue, if there 
be any pratfe, they ate all compriſed in this one word, 
Love. In this is perfection, and glory, and hap- 

ineſs: the royal law of heaven and earth is this, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy ſtreugth. The one perfect good ſhall be your one 
ultimate end, One thing ſhall ye deſire for its own 
{ake, the fruition of him who 1s all in all. One 
happineſs ſhall ye propole to your ſouls, even 
an union with him that made them, the 
having fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, the 
being joined to the Lord in one ſpirit. One delign ye 
are to purſue to the end of time, the enjoyment of 
God in time and in eternity, Deſire other things 
ſo far as they tend to this: love the creature, as it 
leads to the Creator. But in every ſtep you take, be 
this the glorious point that terminates your view. 
Let every affection, and thought, and word, and 
action, be fubordinate to this, Whatever ye delire 
or fear, whatever ye {eek or ſhun, whatever ye 
think, ſpeak, or do, be it in order to your happineſs 
in God, the {ole end, as well as ſource of your 
+ being,” 

I concluded in'theſe words, © Here is the ſum of 
the perfef law, the circumciſion. of the heart, Let 
the ſpirit return to God that gave it, with the whole 
train of its affeftions,—Other ſacrifices from us he 
would not, but the living facrifice of the heart hath 
he choſen. Let it be continually offered up to God 
through Chriſt, in flames of holy love. And let no 
creature be ſuffered to ſhare with him: for he is a 
jealous God, His throne will he not divide with 
another; he will reign without a rival, Be no de- 
ſign, no defire admitted there, but what has him 
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ſor its ultimate object. This is the way wherein 
thoſe children of God once walked, who being 
dead {till ſpeak to us, © Deſire not to live but to 
praiſe his name; let all your thoughts, words and 
works tend to his glory.” „ Let your ſoul be 
filled with ſo entire a love to him, that you may 
love nothing but for his lake.” Have a pure in- 
tention of heart, a ſtedfaſt regard to his gluty in 407 
your actions.“ For then, and not til! then, is that 
mind in us, which was alſo in Chriſt Telus, when 
in every motion of our heart, in every word of our 
tongue, in every work of our hands we purſue 
nothing but in 1elation to him, and in ſuborcination 
to his plealure :” when we too neither think, nor 


ſpeak, nor act, to fulhl our own will, but the will of 


him that ſent us: when, whether we eat or drink, or 
whatever we do, we do it all to the glory of Cod.“ * 

It may be obſerved, this ſermon was compoſed 
the firſt of all my writings which have been pub- 
liſhed. This was the view of religion I then had, 
which even then I ſcrupled not to term Perfection. 
This is the view 1 have of it now, without any 
material addition or dimunition. And what is there 
here, which any man of underſtanding, who be- 
lieves the Bible, can object to? What can he devy 
without flatly contradicting the ſcripture? What 
retrench without taking from the word of God? 

7. In the ſame ſentiment did my Brother and I 
remain, (with all thoſe young gentlemen in de- 
riſion termed Methodiſts) till we embarked for 
America, in the latter end of 1735, It was the next 
year, while I was at Savannah, that I wrote the 
following lines ; | 

Is there a thing beneath the ſun, 

That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ? 


Ah tear it thence, and rezgn alone ! 
The Lord of every motion there! 


In the beginning of the year 1738, as I was re- 
turning from thence, the cry of my heart was, 
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O grant 


3-1 


O grant that nothing in my ſoul 

May dwell but thy pure love alone “ 
O may thy love p, me whole, 

My joy, my treaſure, and my crown? 
Strange fires far from my heart remove: 
My every act, word, thought, be Love! 


I never heard that any one objected to this, And 
indeed who can object? Is not this the language, 
not only of every believer, but of every one that 
is truly awakened? But what have I wrote, to 
th's day, which is either ſtronger or plainer ? 

8. In Augult following I had a long conver- 
ſation with Arvin Gradin, in Germany. After he 
had given me an account of his experience, I de- 
fired him to give me in writing a definition of the 
full aſſurance of faith, which he did in the fol- 
lowing words, 

„ Requies in ſanguine Chriſti; firma fiducia in 
Deum et perſuaſio de gratia divina; tianquillitas 
mentis ſumma, atque ſerenitas & Pax, cum 
abſentia omnis deſiderii carnalls, & ceflatione 
peccatorum etiam internotrum.“ 


Repoſe in the blood of Chriſt : a firm confidence in 


' God and perſua won of His favour : the tugheft trans 


quility, ſerenity, and peace of mind, with a deliverance 
from every fleſhly defire, and a ceſſation of all, 
even inward fins, 

This was the firſt account I ever heard from 
any living man, of what I had before learned my- 
ſelf from the oracles of God, and had been praying 
for (with the little company of my friend) and 
expecting for ſeveral years. 

9. In 1739, my Brother and I publiſhed a vo- 
lume of © Hymns and Sacred Poems.” In many 
of theſe we declared our ſentiments ſtrongly and 
explicitly, So p. 24. 


Turn the full ſtream of nature's tide: 
Let all our actions tend. 

To thee, their ſource; thy love the guide, 
Thy glory be the end. 
| Earth 


©. 
Earth then a ſcale to heaven ſhall be: 
Senle ſhall point out the 10ad : 
The creatures al! ſhall lead to thee, 
And all we taſte be God, 


Again, Lord, arm me with thy Spirit's might, 
Since I am call'd by thy great name : 
In thee my wand'ring thoughts unite, 
Of all my works be thou the aim: 
Thy love attend me all my davs, 


And my ſole bufineſs be thy praite, P. 122, 


Again, Fager for thee I aſk and pant, 
So ſtrong the principle divine 
Carries me out with ſweet conſtraint, 
Till all my kallow'd foul be thine; 
Plung'd in the Godhead's deepelt fea, 
And loſt in thine immenſity! p. 125, 


Once more. Heavenly Adam, life divine, 
Change my nature into thine, 
Move and ſpread throughout my ſoul, 


Actuate and fill the whole, p. 133. 


It would be eaſy to cite many more paſſiges, to 
the ſame effect. But thele are ſufficient to ſhew, 
beyond contradiction, what our ſentiments then 
were. 

10. The firſt tract I ever wrote expreſsly on this 
ſubje&, was publiſhed in the latter end of this year, 
That none might be prejudiced before they read it, 
I gave it the indifferent title of * The Character 
of a Methodiſt.” In this I deſcribed a perfedt Chri- 
tian, placing in the front, Not as though I had 
already attained, Part of it I ſubjoin without any 
alteration. 

«© A Met hodiſt is one, who loves the Lord his 
God with all his heart, with all his ſoul, with all 
his mind, and with all his ſtrength, God is the joy 
of his heart, and the defire of his ſoul, which is 
continually crying, Nom have I in heaven but thee ; 
and there is none upon earth, whom I deſire but thee, 
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My God and my all! Thou art the ſtrength of my 
eart, and m̃y portion for ever,” IIe is therefore 
happy in God, yea, always happy, as having in 
him a well of water ſpringing up unto evertaſting 
life, and overflowing his loul with peace and joy. 
Perfect love having now caſt out fear, he rejoices 
evermore, Yea, his joy is full, and all his bones 
cry out, Blefſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant mercyy 
hath begotten me again unto a living hope of an in- 
heritance incorruptible and undeſiled, reſerved in 

heaven for me, | 
„And nc, who hath this hope, thus full of im- 
mortality, in every thing giveth thanks, as knowing 
that this (whatlyever it 15} is the will of God tn Chriſt 
Jeſus concerning ſum, From him therefore he 
cheerfully receives all, ſaying, Good is the will of 
tne Lord: and whether he giveth or tuketh away, 
equally ng the name of the Lord, Whether in 
eaſe or pain, whether in fickneſs or health, 
whether in life or death, he giveth thanks from the 
ground of the heart, to him who ordets it for 
Grit whoate Hhonde ha hath wholly com- 
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mitted his body and ſoul, as into the hands of a 


faithful Creator, He is therefore anxiouſly careful 
for nothing, as having caſt all his care an him that 


careth for him, and in all things reſting on him, 
alter making his requeſt known to © with thankſywings 

© For indeed he prays without ceaſing; at all 
times the language of his heart is this, Unto thee 
is my mouth, though without a voice, and my 
lence ſpeaketh unto thee.” His heart is lifted 
up to God at all times, and in all places. In this 
he is never hindered, much leſs interrupted, by 
any perſon or thing, In retirement or company, 
in leiſure, buſineſs, or converſation, his heart is 
ever with the Lord. Whether he lie down, or 
riſe up, Cod ts in all his thoughts: he walks with 
God continually, having the loving eye of his 


ſoul fixt on him, and every where /fecing him that 
25 inviſible, 
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© And loving God, he loves his neighbour as 
himſelf; he loves every man as his own ſoul, He 
loves his enemies, yea, and the enemies of God. 
And if it be not in his power to do good to them 
that hate him, yet he ceaſes not to pray for them, 
though they ipurn his love, and {till defpitefully 
uſe him, and perſecute him. 

For he is pure in heart. Love has purified his 
heart from envy, malice, wrath, and every unkind 
temper, It has cleanſed him from pride, whereof 
onty cometh contention: and he hath now put on 
bowets of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
neſs, long ſuffering. And indeed all potible ground 

or contention, on his part, 1s cut off, For none 
can take from him what he defires, {ceing he loves 
not the world, nor any of the things of the world but 
all his defire is unto God, and to the remembrance of 
his name, 

* Agreeable to this his one deſire, is the one 
deſign of his life, namely, To do not his own will, 
but the will of him that ſent him. His one intention 
at all times and in all places is, not to pleaſe him- 
ſelf, but him whom his ſoul loveth. He hath 2 
fingle eye. And becauſe his eye is fingle, his whole 
body is full of hght, The whole is light, as when the 
bright ſhining of a candle doth enlighten the houſe, 
God reigns alone: all that is in the ſoul is Holineſs 
to the Lord, There is not a motion in his heart 
but is according to his will, Every thought that 
ariſes points to him, and is in obedienee to the law 
of Chriſt, 

And the tree is known by its fruits. For as 
he loves God, fo he keeps his commandments not 
only /ome, or moſt of them, but All, from the leaſt 
to the greateſt, Ile is not content to keep the whole 
law and offend in one point, but has in all points a 
conſcience void of offence, towards God and towards 
man. Whatever God has forbidden he avoids, 
whatever God hzs enjoined he does, He runs the 
way of God's commandments, now He hath fet his 
heart at liberty, It is his glory and joy fo 10 do: 
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it is his daily crown of rejoicing, to do the will of 
God on earth, as it is done in heaven. 

„All the commandments of God he accordingly 
keeps, and that with all his might. For his obe- 
dience is in proportion to his love, the ſource from 
whence it flows. And therefore, loving God with 
all his heart, he ſerves him with all his ſtrength, 
He continually preſents his foul and body a living 
facrifice, holy, acceptable to God ; entirely and with- 
out reſerve, devoting himlelf, all he has, all he is, 
to his glory, All the talents he has, he conſtantly 
employs according to his Maſter's will; every 

ower and faculty of his foul, every member of 
1s body, 

* By conſequence, whatſoever he doeth, it is all 
to the glory of God, In all his employments of 
every kind, he not only aims at this, (which 1s 
implied in having a ſingle eye) but actually attains 
it, His buſineſs and his refreſhments, as well as 
his prayers, all ſerve to this great end. Whether 
he /it in the houſe, or walk by the way ; whether he 
lie down, or riſe up, he is promoting in all he 
peaks or does, the one buſineſs of his life. Whether 
he p on his apparel, or labour, or eat and drink 
or divert himſelf from too waſting labour, it all 
tends to advance the glory of God, by peace and 
good-will among men, His own invariable rule 
is this, Whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Feſus, giving thanks to God even 
the Father through him. | 

Nor do the cuſtoms of the world at all hinder 
his running the race which is ſet befor: him, Ne can- 
not therefore lay ub treaſures on earth, no more 
than he can take fire into his boſom. He cannot 
ſpeak evil of his neighbour, any more than he can 
lie either for God or man, He cannot utter an 
unkind word of any one; for love keeps the door 
of his lips. He cannot ſpeak idle words : no corrupt 
converſation ever comes out of his mouth ; as 1s all 
that is not good to the uſe of edifying, not fit to mi- 
nifter grace to the hrarers. But whatſoever things are 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things 
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are juſtly of good report, he thinks, ſpeaks and acts, 
adorning the goſpel of God our Saviour in all things.” 

Thele are the very words, wherein 1 largely 
declared, for the fiſt time, my ſentiments of 
Chriſtian Perfection. And is it not caſy to lee, 
1. That this is the very point, at which I aimed all 
along from the year 17237 And more deter- 
minately from the year 1730, when I began to 
be, homo unius libri, a man of one book, regarding 
none (comparatively) but the Bible? Is it not eaſy 
to ſce, 2. That this is the very ſame doctrine, 
which 1 believe and teach at this day; not 
adding one point, either to that inward or out— 
ward holineſs, which I maintained eight and 
thirty years ago? And it is the ſame, which, by 
the grace of God, I have continued to teach from 
that time till now: as will appear to every 1m- 
partial perſon, from the extracts ſubjoined below, 

11. 1 do not know, that any writer has made 
any objection againſt that tract to this day. And 
for ſometime, I did not hnd much oppolinon upon 
the head, at leaſt, not ſrom ſerious perſons, But 
after a time, a cry aroſe, and (what a little ſur- 
priſed me) among religious men, who athrmed, 
not that I ſtated Per ſection wrong, but that“ there 
is no Perfection on earth; nay, and fell vehe- 
mently on my Brother and me, for affirming the 
contrary, We ſcarce expected ſo rough an attack 
from theſe : eſpecially, as we were clear on Juſ- 
tification by Faith, and careful to aſcribe the 
whole of ſalvation to the mere grace of God, But 
what moſt ſurpriſed us was, that we are ſaid to 
& diſhonour Chriſt,” by aflerting that he /aveth to 
the utterm ft; by maintaining he will reign in our 
hearts alone, and ſubdue all things to himſelf! 

12, I think it was in the latter end of the. year 
1740, that I had a converſation with Dr. Gin, 
then Biſhop of London, at Whitehall, He aſked me 
what I meant by Perfection. I told him without 
any diſguiſe or reſerve, When I ceaſed ſpeaking 
he ſaid, © Mr. Weſley, if this be all you mean, 
publiſh it to all the world, If any one then can 

confute 


) 
d 
5 
y 
n 
E 


"— 


89 


C38 23 
confute what you ſay, he may have free leave.” 
& I anſwered, + My Lord, I will,” and accord- 
ingly wrote and publiſhed the ſermon on CA 
tian Perfedlion. 5 

In this I endeavoured to ſhew, “ 1, In what 
ſenſe Chriltians are not. 2, In What lenie they are 
Pes fect. 

[. In what ſenſe they are not. They are not 
perfet in knowledge, They are not free Irom ig- 
norance, no, nor from miſtale. We are no more 
to expect any living man to be ie, than tobe 
omniſcient. They are not jree from mfrmitivs, 
fuch as weaknets or flow nels of underſtanding, ir— 
regular quickneſs or heavine!s of imagination. 
Such in another kind are, impropricty of lan— 
211ge, ungracelulneſs of pronounciation: to which 
one might add a thouſand nameleſs defects, either 
In converſation or. behaviour, From fuck infir- 
mities as theſe none are perſectly freed, till tlleir 
{pirits return to God, Neither can we expect till 
then, to be wholly freed from temptation : for the 
ſervant is not above his maſter. But neither in this 
lenſe is there any ab/clute perfection on earth, There 
is no perfection of degrees, none which does not 
admit of a continual increale, 

II. In what ſenſe then are they perfe7? Ob- 
ſerve, we are not now ſpeaking of babes in Chi} 
but adult Chriſtians. But even babes in Chriſt, 
are ſo far perfect as not to commit n. This Sr, 
7ohn aflirms expreſsly; and it cannot be diſproved 
by the examples of the Old Teſtament, For 
what if the holieſt of the ancient Jews, did 


fomettmes commit ſin? We cannot infer from 


hence, that * all Chriſtians do and mult commit 


{11 as long as they live,” 

But does not the ſcripture fav, A juſt man ſinneth 
ſeven times a day? It does not, Indeed it favs, 
A juft man faileth ſeven times. But this is quite ano- 
ther thing, For, firſt, the words, a day, are not 
in the text, Secondly, here is no mention of 


falling 


4 
Falling into ſin at all. What is here mentioned, is, 
falling into temporal affliflion, 

But elſewhere Solomon ſays, There is no man 
that finneth not.” Doubtleſs thus it was in the 
days of Solomon; yea, and om Solomon to Chriſt 
there was then no man that ſinned not.” But 
whatever was the calc of thoſe under the law, we 
may ſafely affirm with St, %u, that ſince the goſ- 
pel was given, he that is born of God jinneth not. 

The privileges of Chriſtians are in nowiſe to be 
meaſured, by what the Old Teſtament 1ccords con— 
cerning thoſe who were under the 7ewff dilpen- 
ſation ; ſecing the fullneſs of time is now come ; the 
Holy Ghoſt is now given; the great ſalvation of 
God is now &rought to men by the revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt. The kingdom of heaven is now ſet up on 
earth, concerning which the {pirit of God declared 
of old time, (ſo far is David from being the pat- 
tern or ſtandard of Chriſtian Perfection) Ie that 
ts feeble among them at that day ſhall be as David, 
and the houſe of David all be as the angel of the 
Lord before them, Zech. xii. 8. 

« But the Apoſtles themſelves committed fin, 
Peter by diſſembling, Paul by his arp contention 
with Barnabas.” Suppole they did, will vou ar- 
gue thus: If twook the Apoltles once committed 
fin, then all other Chriſtians in all ages, do and muſt 
commit ſin as long as they live P Nay, God forbid 
we ſhould thus ſpeak. No neceſlity of fin was 
laid upon them : the grace of God was ſurely ſuf— 
ficient for them, And it is ſufficient for vs at this 

day. 
But St. James ſays, In many things we offend all.” 
True : but who are the perſons here ſpoken of ? 
Why thoſe many maſters or teachers whom God 
had not ſent: not the Apoſtle himſelf nor any real 
Chriſtian, That in the word we {uſed by a figure 
of ſpeech, common in all other, as well as the in- 
ſpired writings) the Apoſtle could not poſſibly in- 
clude himſelf, or any other true believer, appears, 


firſt from the ninth verſe, Therewith bleſs we God, 
and 
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and therewith curſe we men, Surely not we Apoſiles ? 
Not we believers! Secondly, from the words pre— 
ceding the text; My brethren, be not many majlers 
or teachers, knowing that we all receive the greater 
eondemnation, For in many things we offend all. We! 
Who? Not the apoſtles nor true believers, but 
they who were to rerezve the greater condemnation, 
becauſe of thoſs many offences, Nay, thirdly, the 
verſe itſelf proves, that we offend all cannot be 
fpoken either of all men, or of all Chriſtians, For 
in it immediately follows the mention of a man 
who ofends not, as the we firit mentioned did: 
from whom therefore he is profellediy contradiſ- 
tinguiſhed, and pronounced a b2rfect mans 

„But St. John himſelf ſays, /f we fay that we 
have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, And if we fay we 
have not ſinned, we make hum a liar, and his word is 
not in us.” 

I anſwer, 1. The tenth verſe fixes the ſenſe of 
the eighth: I we ſay we have no in in the former, 
being explained by, If we ſay we have not ſenned, in 
the latter verſe. 2. The point under conſideration 
is not, whether we have or have not ſinned here- 
tofore : and neither of theſe verſes aſſerts, that we 
do fin, or commit fin now, 3. The ninth verſe ex- 
Plains both the eighth and tenth, If we confeſs our 
fins, he is faithful and juſt, to forgive us our fins, and 
to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, As it he had 
laid, I have before affirmed, The blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all ſin. And no man can ſay, I need 
it not; I have no {lin to be cleanſed from. If we 
Jay, we have no fin, that we have not finned, we de- 
ceive ourſelves, and make God a liar, But if we 
confeſs our fins, he ts faithful and juſt, not only to 

orgive us our fins, but allo to cleanſe us from all un- 
Tighteouſneſs, that we may go and ſin no more. In 
conformity therefore both to the doctrine of St, 
Jahn, and the whole tenor of the New Teſta- 
ment, we fix this concluſion, A Chriſtian is ſo far 
perlect, as not to commit fin, 
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„ 
This is the glorious privilege of every Chiiſ— 
tian, yea, though he be but a babe in Chriſt, But it 
is only of grown Chiiſtians t: can be affirmed, 
they are in ſuch a ſenſe perfect, as, ſecondiy o be 
freed from evil thoughts and evil tempers. Firſt, 
from evil or ſip fal thoughts, Indeed whence 
ſnould they ſpring? Out of the heart of man, if at 
all, proceeds evil thoughts, If therefore the heart 
be 10 longer evil, then evil thoughts no longer 
procced out uf it, For @ good tree cannot bring 


fort ! evil fruit. 


And as they ate freed from evil thoughts, ſo 
I;kewiſe hom evil tefnpers, Every one of theſe 
can lay wich St. Paul, I am crucnfied with Chriſt + 
neverthlrſs live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me 
words that maniſeitty defcribe a deliverance from 
inward, as well as from outward fin. This is ex- 
preſſed both negatively, I tive not, my evil nature, 
the body of fin is deſtroyed; and poſitively, Chrift 
lige in me, and therefore all that 1s holy, and juſt, 
and 20009, Indeed both theſe, Chriſt liveth in me, 
ai, I hoe not, are inſeparably connected. For 
What communion hath light with daikneſs, O 
Ch-:{t with Belial?. | 

e therefore, who liveth in theſe Chriſtians, 
bath purified their hears by faith inſomuch that 
every one, that has Chriſt in him, the hope of glory, 
puriſeth himſelf even as he is pure, He is purified 
from pride; for Chriſt was lowly in heart. Heis 
pute fon deſire and felf-will; for Chriſt deſired 
only to do the will of his Father, And he is pure 
from anger, in the common ſenſe of the word; 
for Chriit was meek and gentle. I ſay, in the 
common ſenſe of the word: for he is angry at fin, 
while he is grieved for the finner, He feels a dil- 
Placency at every offence againſt God, but only 
tender compaſhon to the offender, 

Thus doth Jeſus ſave his people from their fins, 
not only from outward fins, but from the fins of 
their hezrts, ** True, ſay ſome, but not till death, 
not in this world,” Nay, St. Jen I:ys, Herein 

ts 


1 
2s our love made perſect, that we may have boldneſs in 


the day of judgment, becauſe as he was, ſo are we in 
this world, The apoltle here, beyond all contra- 


diction, [peaks of himſelf and other living Chriſ- 


tians, of whom he flatly affirms, that not only at 


or after death, but in this word, they are as their 


maſter. 

Exactly agreeable to this are his words in the 
firſt chapter: Cod is light, and in him is no dark- 
neſs at all, If we wall in the l:ght, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowſhp one with another; and the 
0 of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all fin. 
And again: If we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and 
Juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all 
unrighteouſneſs, Now it is evident, the apoſtle 
here ſpeaks of a deliverance wrought in this 
world, For he ſaith not, The blood of Chriſt 
will cleanſe (at the hour of death, or in the day of 
judgment) but it c/-anfeta at the time preſent, us 
living Chriſtians, from all en. And it is equally 
evident, that if any ſin remain, we are not cleanled 
from all ſin, If any unrighteouſneſs remain inthe 
foul, it is not cleanſed from all unrighteoulneſs, 
Neither let any ſay, that this relates to juſtification 
only, or the cleanſing us from the guilt of lin: 
firlt, becauſe this is confounding together what 
the apoſtle clearly diſtinguiſhes, who mentions 
firſt, to Forgive us Our f, and then, to cleanſe us 
from all unrig! atcoulneſs: ſecondly, becaule this is 
allerting 1 aſtification by works in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe 

oilible: it is making all inward, as well as all 
out ward hvlinets, neceſſarily previous to juſtifi. 
cation, For if tie cleanſing here ſpoken of is no- 
other than the cicaniing us from the guilt of fin, 
then we are not cleanſed from guilt, "that i is, not 
Juſtifed, unlels on condition of walking in the 
ligh- as he is in the 11 gat. It remains then, that 
Chriſtians are ſaved in this world from all fin, 


from all unrighteoulneſs: that they are now in 


ſuch a ſenſe perfett as not to commit ſin, and to be: 
freed fiom evil thoughts and evil (GMPCS. 
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It could not be, but that a diſcourſe of this Kind, 
which directly contraditted the favourite opinion 
of many, who were eſteemed by others, and pot- 
ſibly eſteemed themſelves ſome of the belt of 
Chriſtians, (whereas if theſe things were lo, they 
were not Chriſtians at all) ſhould give no imall 
offence, Many anſwers or animadverhons there» 
fore were expected: but I was agieeably dilup- 
pointed, I do not know that any appeared; lo 1 
went quietly on my way. 

19. Not long after, I think in the ſpring, 1741, 
we publiſhed a ſecond volume of hymns, As tlie 
doctiine was ſtiil much miſunderſtood, and con— 
ſequently milrepreſented, I judged it needful to 
explain yet faither upon the head, which was done 
in the pielace to it as follows: 

+ This great gift of God, the ſalvation of our 
ſouls is no other, than the image of God freſh 
ſtamped on our hearts, It is a r7enewal in the ſpirit 
of our u,, after the likenejs of him that created 
em. God hath now laid the axe unto the root of 
the tree, purifying their hearts hy faith, and © cleans 
ling all the thoughts of their hearts by the inſpi— 
ration of his holy ſpirit,” Having this hope, that 
they ſhall ſee God as he is, they purify themſelves 
eren as he is pure, and are holy, as he that hath called 
them is holy, in all manner of converſation. Not that 
they have already attained all that tkey ſhall attain, 
eiter are already in this ſenſe! perfect. But they 
daily go on from ſtrength to ftrength : beholding now, 
asin a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, they are changed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, by the ſprrit 
of the Lord. 

* And where the tirit of the Lord is, there is li- 
berty, ſuch liberty, from the law of fin and death, 
asthe children of this world will not believe, though 
a man declare it untothem. The Son hath made them 
free who are thus born of God, from that great root of 


fin and biiterneſs, Pride, They feel chat all their 
ſugicienc is of God, that it is he alone who is in all 
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$6.3, 
their thoughts, and worketh in them both to will and 
to do of his good pleaſure, They feel, that ut is not they 
that ſpeak, but the ſpirit of their Father who ſpeaketh 
in them, and that whatſcever is done by their 
hands, the Father who ts in them, he doth the works, 
So that God is to them all in all, and they are no— 
thing in his hight, They are freed from /elf-wrll; 
as deſiring nothing but the holy, and perſett will 


of God; not ſupplies in want, not eaſe * in pain, 


nor life, or death or any creature, but continuall 
crying in their inmoſt ſoul, “ Father, thy will be 
done,” They ate freed from evil thoughts, fo that 
they cannot enter into them, no, not for a mo— 
ment, Aforetime, when an evil thought came 
in, they looked up, and it vaniſhed away. But 
now it does not come in, there being no room for 
this, in a foul which is full of God, They ate 
free from wanderings in prayer, Whenloever they 
our out their hearts in a more immediate manner 
2 God, they have 4 no thought of any thing 
palt, or abſent, or to come, but of God alone. In 
times paſt, they had wandering thoughts darted in, 
which yet fled away like ſmoke : but now that 
ſmoke does not riſe at all. They have no fear or 
doubt, either as to their (tate in general, or as to 
auy + particular action. The unten from the Holy. 
One teacheth | them every hour, what they ſhall 
do, and what they ſhall ſpeak. Nor therefore 
have they h any need to reaſon concerning it, They: 
are in one ſenſe freed from temptations: for though 
numberlels temptations fly avout them, yet they 
trouble them not, At all times their fouls are 


* This is too ſtrong. Our Lord himſelf deſited eaſe in pain, 
He aſk d for it, ouly with reſignation: Vt as I will, I deſte, 
but as thou wilt. | 

Y This is far too ſtrong. See that fermon on !Fanderirg 
Thi ughts, 

+ Frequently this is the caſe ; but on!y for a time, 

For a ume it may he ſo: bat not always 

& Som times they have no need : at other 11mes they have. 

Sometimes they do uot; at other times they do, and that 
gricvoully, 

even 
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even and calm, their hearts are ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable, Their peace, flowing as a river, pa- 
feth all underſtanding, and they rejoice with joy un- 
fſpeakable and full of glory, For * they are ſealed by 
the ſpirit unto the day of redemption, having the 
witnels in themſelves, that there is laid up for them 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord will give 
them in that UUYs 

Not that every one is a child of the devil, till 
he is thus renewed in love, On the contrary, 
whuever has “ a ſure confidence in God, that 
tl. rouch the metits of Chriſt, his fins are forgiven,” 
he is child of God, and if he abide in him, an 
heir of all the promiſes. Neither ought he in any 
wile to ca, away his confidence, or to deny the faith 
he has received, becaule it is weak, or becauſe it 
is tried with fire, ſo that his ſoul is in neavineſs 
through manifold temptations. 

« Neither dare weatlirm, as ſome have done, that 
all this ſalvation is given at once. There is indeed 
an inſtantaneous (as well as gradual) work of God 
in his children: and there wants not, we know, 
a cloud of witneſſes, who have received, in one” 
moment, either a clear ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of 
their ins, or the abiding witnels of the Holy Spi- 
rit. But we do not know a fingle in{tance, in an 
place, „f a perion's receiving, in one and the ſame 
moment, remiſſion of fins, the abiding witneſs of 
the ſpirit, and a new, a clean heart, - 

„ Indeed, how God may work, we cannot tell: 
but the general manner, wherein he does work, is 
this: thole, who once truſted in themlelves, that 
they were righteous, that they were 72c/, and ins 
creafſel in goods, and kad need of nothing, are, by the 
Spirit of God applying his word, convinced that 
they are poor and naked, All the things that they 
have done, are brought to their remembrance, and 
ſet in array before them, lo that they lee the wrath 


oft 


* Not all who are ſavcd from ſin: many of them have not 
attaincd it yet, 


1 

of God hanging over their heads, and feel that 
they deſerve the damnation of hell. In their 
tiouble they cry unto the Lord, and he fhews them, 
that he hath taken away their fins, and opens the 
kingdom of heaven in their hearts, 720/teoufneſs 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Sorrow and 
pain are fled awav, and fin has no more dominion 
over them. Knowing they are juftified freely through 
faith in his blood, they have peace with God through 
Feſus Chriſt e they rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God, and the love of God is fhed abroad in their hearts. 

In this peace they remain for days, or weeks, 
or months, and commonly ſuppoſe, they ſhall not 
know war any more; till ſome of their old ene- 
mies, their boſom ſins, or the fin which did moit 
eaſily beſet them, (perhaps anger or deſire) aſſault 
them again, and thruſt ſore at them that they may 
fall, Then ariſes fear, that they {hall not endure 
to the end, and often doubt, whether God has not 
forgotten them, or whether they did not deceive 
themſelves, in thinking their ſins were forgiven, 
Under theſe clouds, eſpecially if they reaſon with 
the devil, they go mourning all the day long. But 
it is ſeldom long before their Lord anſwers for him- 
ſelf, ſending them the Holy Gholt to comfort them, 
to bear witneſs continually with their ſpirits, that 
they are the children of God. Then they are in- 
deed meek and gentle and teachable, even as a 
little child, And now * firſt do they ſee the 
ground of their heart, which God before would 
not diſcloſe unto them, leſt the ſoul ſhould fail be- 
fore him, and the ſpirit which he had made, Now 
they ſce all the hidden abominations there, the 
depths of pride. ſelf-will and hell; yet having the 
wiinels in themſelves, „ Thou art an heir of God, 
a joint heir with Chriſt, even in the midit of this 
fiery ttial;” which continually heightens both the 


ſtrong 


® Ts it not aſtoniſhing, that while this book is extant, which 
was publiſhed tour and twenty years 2go, any one ſhould face 


2 down, That this is a new J Ruine, and what I never taught 
beſoꝛe. 
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ſtrong ſenſe they then have, of their ina'ility to 
help themlelves, and the inexpreſſible hunger they 
feel after a ful] renewal in his image, in r2g/teou f- 
neſs and true holineſs, ben God is mindful of the 
deſire of them that fear him, and gives them a 
ſingle eye, and a pure heart; he ſtamps upon them 
his own image and ſuperſcription: he crea'eih 
them anew in Chriſt Jeſus: he cometh unto them 
with his Son and bleſſed Spirit, and fixing his 
abode in their ſouls, bringeth them into the vt 
which remaineth for the people of God.” 

Here I cannot but remark, 1. That this is the 
ſtrongeſt account we ever gave of Chriſtian Per- 
fection: indeed too ſtrong in more than one par- 
ticular, as is obſerved in the notes annexed: 2, 
That there is nothing which we have ſince ad- 
variced upon the ſubjett, either in verſe or proſe, 
which is not either directly or indirefly contained 
in this preface. So that whether our preſent doc- 
trine be right or wrong, it is however the ſame 
which we taught from the beginning. 

14. I need not give additional proofs of this, by 
multiplying quotations from the volume itſelf, It 


may ſuffice, to cite part of one hymn only, the laſt 
in that volume. 


Lord, I believe a reſt remains 
To all thy people known, 

A reſt, where pure enjoyment reigns, 
And thou art lov'd alone: 

A reſt, where all our ſoul's defrre 
Is fixt on things above: 

Where doubt and pain, and fear expire, 
Caſt out by perfect love. 


From every evil motion freed 
(The Son hath made us free) 

On all the powers of hell we tread 
In glorious liberty. 


Safe in the way of life, above 
Death, earth and hell we riſe : 


We 


Ve 


( 28 ) 
We find, when 4er{cited in love, 


Our long-ſourt:i stadiſe 


O that I now the re{t ey know, 
Believe and eme in! 

Now, Saviour now, the pc er beſtow, 
And let me ceate from un! 


Remove this hat ron my heart, 
This unbeltef remove ; 

To me the reſt «{ fait). imnart, 
The ſabbath of my love 


Come, O my Saviour, come away! 
Into my ſou! ceicend ! 

No longer from hy creature ſlay, 
Ny author and my end. 


The bliſs thou ha 2 for me prepar'd 
No longer be delay'd: 

Come, my excecding great reward, 
For whom I firſt was made. 


Come Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And {eal me thine abode ! 

Let all I am in thee be 4 
Let all be loſt in God 


Can any thing be more clear, than 1. That here 
alſo is as ful. and high a fato ation as we have ever 
ſpoken of? 2, That this is ſpoken of as receive- 
able by mere 2 th, and as hindered only by un- 
belief ? 3. That thi 's faith, and conſequently the 
ſalvation which it brings, is ſpoken of as given in 
an inſtant? 4. That it is luppoled that inſtant 
may be now that we need not {tay another mo— 
ment: that now, the very now, 1s the accejted time ! 
Now is the day of bis full falvation ! And, laſtly, 
that, if any peak otherwile, he is the perſon that 
brings new doctrine among us? 

15. About a year after, namely in the year 17, 
we publiſhed another volume of hymns, The 
diſpute being now at the height, we ſpoke upon 
the head more largely than ever before, Accord- 


ingly 
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£5. 
ingly abundance of the hymns in this volume 
treat expreſsly on this ſubject. And ſo does the 
preface, which as it is ſhort, it may not be amiſs 
to inſert intite. 

66 1, Perhaps the general prejudice againſt Chriſ- 
tian Perfection, may chiefly arile from a miſappre- 
henſion of the nature of it. We willingly allow, 
and continually declare, there is 10 ſuch ; berſefion 
in this liſe, as implies either a diſpenſ tion from 
doing good, and attending all the ordinances of 
God, or a ſreedom from 1gnorance, miſtuke, temp— 
tation, and a thouſand infumities nece{larily cone 
neaed with fleſh and blood, 

©. 2; Firit, we not only allow, but earneſtly con- 
tend, that there is no Perſettion in this life, w hich 
implies any c :ſpenſation ſom sttepding all the Ore 
dinances of Goa, or from doing good unto all men 
while we have time. though eſpecially unto the houfliold 

of faith, We believe, that not « nly the bates in 
Chriſt, who have newly found recemption in his 
blocd, but thoſe allo who are grown 15 into perfect 
men, are indiſpenſibly obliged, as often as they 
have opportunity, 70 eat head and Wink wine in 
T membrance of Him, and to fearh thy 2 : by 
fefling, as well as temperance, to keep thery bores 
under, and bring them mito ſubjithon : ang above all, 
to pour out their ſouls in prayer, both ſecretly ad 
in the great congregation, 

& g. We ſecondly believe, that there is no ſuch 
per feflion in this life, as implies an entire deliver- 
ance, either from ignorance, or miſlake, in things 
not eſſential to ſalvetion, or from manifold temp- 
tations, or from numberleſs infirmities, wherewith 
the corruptible body more or leſs preſſes down the 
foul, We cannot find any grourd in ſcripture 10 
ſuppoſe, that any inhabitant of a houſe of clay, 
is wholly exempt, either hom bodily irfirmitics, 
or fiom ignorance of many things; or to imagine 
any is incapable of miſtake, or falling into divers 
temptations, 


4. © But 


E 

& 4, But whom then do you mean by one that 
ts perfect? We mean one in whom ite mind whack 
was in Chriſt, and wholo walketh as Chiriſt alſo 
walked : a man that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart, or that is cleanſed from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit : one in whom is no occaſion of ſtumbling, 
and who accordingly does not commit fin, To de- 
clare this a little more particularly: we under- 
ſtand by that ſcriptural expreſſion, a perfect man, 
one in whom God hath fulklled his faithful word, 
From all your filthineſs and from all your idols will I 
cleanſe you; I will alſo 8 you from all your un- 
cleanneſſes. We underitand hereby, one whom 
God hath functiſied throughout, in body, foul, 
and ſpirit : one who walketh in the light as he is in 
the light, in whom is no darkneſs at all ; the blood of 
Jeſus Chrift his fon, having cleanſed him from all fin, 

* 5, This man can now teſtify to all mankind, I 
am crucified with Chriſt : nevertheleſs I hve + yet not 
I, but Chrift liveth in me, He 1s, holy as Gov who 
called him is holy, both in heart and in all manner 
of converſation. He loveth the Lord his God with all 
ais heart, and ſerveth him with all his ſtrength, He 
loveth his neighbour, every man, as himſelf ; yea, 
as Chrift loveth us; them in particular, that deſpite. 
fully uſe him and perſecute him, becauſe they know not 
the Son, neither the Father. Indeed his ſoul is all 
love, filled with bowels of merctes, kindneſs, meck- 
neſs, gentleneſs, long: ſuſfering. And his life agreeth 
thereto, full of the work of faith, the patience of 
hope, the labour of love. Aud whatſoever he doth 
either in word or decd, he doth it all in the name, in 
the love and power of the Lord Jeſus, In a word, 
he doth the will of God on carth, as it is done in 
heaven, 

& 6. This it is to be a perfect man, to be /anc. 


| tified throughout even * to have a heart ſo all- 


flaming with the love of God, (to uſe Archbiſhop 
Uſher's words) as continually to offer up every 
thought, word and work, as a ſpiritual ſacriſice, 
acceptable to God through Chriſt.“ In every 


+ thought 


: 
: 
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thought of our hearts, in every word of our tongucs, 
in every work of our hands, to flew forth his praiſe, 
who hath called us out of darkneſs into his marvels 
lous tight, O that we, and all who ſeek the Lord 
Jeſus in ſincerity, may thus be made perfect in one! 

This is the doctrine which we preached from 
the beginning, and which we preach this day, In- 


deed by viewing it in every point of light, and 


comparing it again and again, with the word of 
God on the one hand, and the experience of the 
children of God on the other, we ſaw farther intothe 
nature and properties of Chriſtian Perfection. But 
{till there is no contrariety at all, between our firſt 
and our laſt ſentiments, Our firſt conception of 
it was, It is to have the mind which was in Chriſt, 
and to wall, as he walked + to have all the mind 
that was in him, and always to walk as he walked, 
In other words, to be inwardly and outwardly de- 
voted to God; all devoted in heart and hfe, And 
we have the ſame conception of it now, without 
either addition or dimunition. 

16. The hymns concerning it in this volume 
are too numerous to tranſcribe, I ſhall only cite 
a part of three, 


P, 80. Saviour, from fin I wait to prove 
Thai Jelus is thy healing name: 
To loſe, when perfected in love, 
Whate'er I have, or can, or am: 
I ſtay me on thy faithful word, 
The ſervant ſhall be as his Lord. 


Anſwer that gracious end in me 

For which thy precious Ilie was giv'n; 
Redeem from all iniquity, 

Reſtore and make me meet for heaven: 
Unleſs thou purge my every ſtain, 
Thy ſuffering and my faith is vain, 
Didſt thou not die, that I might live, 

No longer to myſelf but thee ? 
Might body, ſoul, and ſpirit give 

To him Who gave himſelf for me ? 


Come 


CRF <1 
Come then my maſter and my God, 
Take the dear purchaſe of thy blood; 


Thy own peculiar ſervant claim, 

For thy own truth and mercy's ſake; 
Hallow in me thy gloriqus name: 

Me for thine own this moment take: 
And change and throaghly purify, 
Thine only may I live and die. 


P. 258. Choſe from the world if now I ſtand, 
Adorn'd with rioh!teouſnelſs divine; 
IF brought into the promis'd land 
I juſtly call the Saviour mine: 
The ſanctifying ſpirit pour 
To quench my thirit and waſh me clean, 


Now, Saviour, let the gracious ſhower, 
Deſcend, and make me pure from fin. 


Purge me from every ſinful blot ; 
My idols all be caſt aſide : 

Cleanſe me from every evil thought, 
From all the filth of ſelf and pride, 


The hatred of the carnal mind 

Out of my fleſh at once remove: 
Give me a tender heart, reſign'd, 

And pure, and full of faith and love, 
O that I now from ſin releas'd, 

Thy word might to the nl prove: 
Enter into thy promis'd reſt! 


The Canaan of thy perfect love! 


Now let me gain perfection's height! 
Noto let me into nothing fall; 

Be leſs than nothing in my ſſi ht, 
And fecl that Chriſt is all in all, 
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# 0 . 298. Lord, 1 bel! eve, thy W ork of grace 
Is perfc et in the foul : 
His heart is pure who ſees thy face, 
lis ſpirit is made whole, 


C2 From 
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From every fickneſs by thy word, 
From every foul diſeaſe, 
Sav'd, and to perfect health reſtor'd, 
To perfect holineſs, | 


He walks in glorious liberty, 
j To fin entirely dead : 
; The Truth, the Son hath made him free, 
l And he is free indeed. 


Throughout his foul thy glories ſhine, 
His foul is all renew'd, 

And deck'd in righteouſneſs divine, 
And cloath'd and fi/!'d with God, 


This is the reſt, the life, the peace, 
Which all thy people prove, 

Love is the bond of perfettnels, 
And all their foul is love, 


it | O joyful ſound of goſpel-grace ! 
l Chriſt ſnall in me appear; 
1 I ev'n J ſhall fee his face, 

I ſhall be holy kere / 


| He viſits now the houſe of clay, 

„ He ſhakes his future home 

| O would'ſt thou, Lord, on this glad day 

| Into thy temple come! 

i | Come, O my God, thyſelf reveal, 

ii Fill all this mighty void; 

N Thou only canſt my ſpirit fill: 

il Come, O my God, my God! 

ö Fulfil, fulfil my large defires, 
Large as infinity! 

Give, give me all my ſoul requires, 
All, all, that is in thee! 


17. On Monday, June 25, 1744, our firſt con 
ference began, fix clergymen, and all our preach- 
ers being preſent, The next morning we ſerioutly 
conſidered the doctrine of Sanctification or Per- 
fection. The 8 aſked concerning it, and the 

t 


ie anſwers given, were as follows, 
L. What 


{ubltance of 
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0. What is it to be ſuncliſfed ? 

A. To be renewed in the image of God, in righe 
teouſneſs and true holineſs, 

. What is implies in being a perfet Chriſttan ? 

A. The loving God with all our heart, and mind, 
and foul, Deut. v1. 5e 

0. Does this imply, that ail inward fin is taken 
away ? 

A. Undoubtedly : or how can we be ſaid to be 


faved from our un(leanneſs ? Ezek. gb, 


Our ſecond conſerence began Aug. 1, 1745. The 
next morniag we ſpoke of Sanftification as follows. 

O. When does inward ſanctihcation begin P 

A, In a moment a man is jJultihed, Yet fin re— 
mains in him, yea, the feed of fin, till he is fance 
tf d thr ughout, From that time a believer gra- 
dually dies to fin, and grows in grace, 

Q. Is this ordinaiily given till a little beſore 
death? 

A, It is not to thoſe, who expect it no ſooner, 

0, But may we expect it ſooner r 

A. W hy not? For although we grant, 1. That 
the generality of believers, whom we have hitherto 
known, were not fo ſanctifed till near death; 2, 
That few of thoſe, to whom St, Pau! wioic is 
epiſtles, were {o at that time: nor 3. lle hims 
ſelf at the time of writing his former epiſtles: vet 
all this does not prove, that we may not be io 
to- day. 

DQ. In what manner ſhoula we preach ſanctifi- 
catlon p : 

Scarce at all to thoſe, who are not preiting 


forward: to thoſe, who are, always bv way of 
romiſe; always drawing, rather than drivin g. 

Our third conference be egan Tue ſday, May 26, 
1746. 


In this we carefully read over the minutes of 
the two preceding conferences, to oblerve heiner 
any thing contained therein might be retrenched 
or altered on more mature conticgeration, But we 


6 8 did 
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did not ſee cauſe to alter in any reſpect, what we 
had agreed upon before, 

Our fourth conference began on Tueſday, June 
the 16th, 1747. As ſeveral perſons were preſent, 
who did not believe the dottrine of perfection, we 
agreed to examine it from the foundation, 

In order to this, it was aſked, 

& How much is allowed by our brethren, who 
differ from us, with regard to entire ſanctification?“ 

A. They grant, 1. That every one mult be en- 
tirely ſanttihed in the article of death: 2. That 
till then a believer daily grows in grace, comes 
nearer and nearer to perfection: g. That we ought 
to be continually preſſing after it, and to exhort 
all others ſo to do. 

0. What do we allow them ? 

A. We grant, 1. That many of thoſe who have 
dicd in the faith, yea, the greater part of thoſe we 
have known, were not perfefted in love, till a little 
before their death: 2, That the term /an@fed, is 
continually applied by St. Paul, to all that were 
juſtified: 3. That by this term alone, he rarely, if 
ever, means, “ Saved from all fin :”” 4. That con- 
lequently it is not proper to uſe it in that ſenſe, 
without adding the word wholly, entireh, or the 
like: ;. That the infpired writers almoſt con- 
tinually ſpeak of or to thoſe who were juſtified, but 
very rarely of orto thoſe who were wholly ſanctfied 7: 
6. That coniequently it behoves us to ſpeak almoſt 
continually of the ſtate of juſtification ; but more 
rarely, “pat leaſt || in full and explicit terms, con- 
cerning entire ſanctification.“ 

0. What then is the point where we divide? 

A. It is this: ſhould we expect to be ſaved from 
all fin before the article of death ? 


O. Is 


} That is, unto thofe alone, excluſive of others: but they 
ſprak to them, jointly with others. almoſt continually. 

|| More rarely I allow ; but yet in ſome places very frequently, 
Arungly, and explicitly. 
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O. Is there any clear ſcripture-promiſe of this, 
That God will ſave us from all fn. 

A. There is. Pſalm exxx. 8, He ſhall redeem 
Iſrael from all his ſins. 

This is more largely expreſt in the propheſy of 
Ez EKIEL; Then will 1 ſprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye ſhall be clean : from all your felthineſs and from 
all your idols will I cleanſe you will alſo fave you 


from all your uncleanneſſes, chap, xxxvi. ver. 23. 


29. No promiſe can be more clear, And to this 
the Apoſtle plainly refers in that exhortation, Have 
ing theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe * all fil- 
thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear 
of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1, Equally clear and exprels 
is that ancient promiſe, The Lord thy Cod will cir- 
cumciſe thy heart and the heart of thy ſeed, to love 
the Lord thy God with ail thy heart and with all thy 
oul, Deut. xxx. 6. 

Q. But does any aſſertion anſwerable to this, oc- 
cur in the New Teſtament? 

A, There does, and that laid down in the plaineſt 
terms, So 1 John, iii. 8, For this purpoſe the Son 
of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works 
of the devil + the works of the devil, without any li- 
mitation or reſtriction, but all fin is the work of 
the devil. Parallel to which is the aſſertion of 
St. Paul, Eph. v. 28. 27, Chrijt loved the church 
and gave himfelf for it, —that he might preſent it to 
himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing, but that it might be holy and with- 
out blemiſh. . | 

And to the ſame effect is his aſſertion in the eighth 
of the Romans, ver. 3, 4, God ſent his Son—that 
the rightzoufneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. s 

Q. Does the New Teſlament afford any farther 
ground for expecting to be ſaved from all fin ? 

A. Undoubtedly it does, but in thoſe prayers and 
commands, Which are equivalent to the ſtrongeſt 
aſſertions. 

95 What prayers do you mean? 

Prayers for entire ſanctification, which, were 


there no ſuch thing, would be mere mockery of 


God, 
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God, Such in particular are, 1. Deliver us ſom 


evil, Now when this is done, when we are de- 
hvered from all evil, there can be no fin remain— 
ing. 2. Neither pray I for theje alone, but for them 
alſo who ſhall believe on me through their word : that 
they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me and 1 
in thee, that they alſo may be one in us: I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, John 
xvii. ver. 20, 21, 23. 3. 1 bow my knees unto the 
God and Father of. our Lord Jeſus Clrijfl—that he 
woul4 grant you—that ye being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what 
igt the breadth, and "length, and depth, and height, 
and to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knows 
lege. That ye may be filled with ail the fulneſs of 
God, Eph. 111, 14, &e. 4. Ihe very God of peace 
anctiſy you wholly, And I pray God, your twhole fps 
rit, foul and body, may be preſerved blame unto the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Thell, v. 23. 

Q. What command is there to the ſame effect. 

A. 1. Be ye perfect, as your Father who is in heg- 
ven is perfect, Matt. v. 48. 2. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and 
with all thy mind, Matt, xxii. 97, But if the love 
of God fill all the heart, there can be no {in there. 

D. But how does it appear, that this is to be done 
before the article of death ? 

A. 1, From the very nature of a command, which 
is not given to the dead but to the living, There— 
fore thou ſhalt love God with all thy heart, can— 
not mean, Thou ſhalt do this when thou dieſt, but 
while thou liveſt. 

2. From expieſs texts of ſcripture. 1. The 


grace of God that biingeth ſalvation hath ap- 


peared to all men; teaching us, that having re— 


' nounced ungodly and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 


ſoberly, . righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 


world: looking for the glorious appearing of our 


. _ ©. © : 
Lord Jelus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 


Je might redeem us from all iniquity, and puriſy 


into himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works, 
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works, Tit. it. 11—14. 2. He hath raifed up an 
horn of ſalvation for us—to perform the mercy 
promiſed to our fathers; the oath which he {ware 
to our father Abraham, that he would grant unto 
us, that we being delivered out of the hands of 
our enemies, ſhould ſerve him without fear, in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days 
of our life, Luke i. ver, 62, &c.“ 

D. Is there any example in ſcripture of perſons 
who have attained to this? 

A. Yes, St. John, and all thoſe of whom he ſays, 
© Herein is our love made perfect, that we may 


have boldneſs in the day of judgment, becauſe as 


he is, ſo are we in this world, 1 John iv. 17.“ 

2. Can you ſhew one ſuch example now ? Where 
is he that is thus perfect? 

A. To ſome that make this enquiry one might 
anſwer, If I knew one here, I would not tell you : 
for you do not enquire out of love, You are like 
Herod. You only ſeek the young child to llay it. 

But more directly we anſwer, There are many 
reaſons, why there ſhould be few, if any, md:/- 
putable examples, What inconveniencies would 
this bring on the perſon himſelf, ſet as a mark for 
all to ſhoot at? And how unproftable would it 
be to gainſayers? “ For if they hear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, neither 
would they be perſuaded though one roſe from the 
dead, 

0. Are we not apt to have a ſecret diſtaſte to 
any who ſay they are ſaved from all fin? 

A. 'Tis very poſſible we may, and that upon ſe- 
veral grounds : partly from a concern for the good 
of ſouls, who may be hurt, if theſe are not what 
they profeſs: partly from a kind of implicit envy 
at thoſe who ſpeak of higher attainments than our 
own; and partly from our natural ſlowneſs and un- 
readineſs of heart, to believe the works of God, 

C. Why may we not continue in the joy of 
faith, till we are perfected in love? 

: A. Why 


— Aa wy ——— — — äƷ—ꝓͤ . — — 


| 


( 34 ) 

A. Why indeed? Since holy grief does not 
er this joy: ſince even while we are under 
the croſs, While we deeply partake of the ſuffer- 
25 of Chriſt, we may rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able. 

From theſe extracts it undeniably appears, not 
only what was mine and my Brother's judgment, 
but what was the judgment of all the Preachers in 
connexion with us, in the years 41, 45. 46, and 
47. Nor do I remember, that in any of theſe con- 
ferences we had one diſſenting voice: but whats 
ever doubts any one had when we met, they were 
all removed before we parted, 

18. In the year 1749, my Brother printed two 
volumes of Hymns and Sacred Poems.” As J 
did not ſee theſe be fore they were publiſhed, there 
were {ome things in them which I did not approve 
of, But I quite approved of the main of the 
hymns on this head; a few verſes of which are 
ſubjoined. 


Come, Lord, be manifeſted here, 
And all the devil's works deſtroy! 
Now, without ſin, in me appear, 
And fill with everlaſting joy : 
Thy beatific face diſplay: 
Thy preſence is the perfect day, Vol. I. p. 20g. 


Swift to my reſcue come, 
Thy own this moment ſeize ! 
Gather my wandering ſpirit home, 
And keep in perfect peace, 
Suffer'd no more to rove 
O'er all the earth abroad, 
Arreſt the priſoner of thy love, . 
And ſhut me up in God! p. 247. 
Thy pris'ners releaſe, vouchlafe us thy peace: 
And our ſorrows and fins in a moment ſhall ccale, 
That moment be now ! Our petition allow, 
Our preſent Redeemer and Comtorter thou! Pol, II. 
(5. 124. 


From 


203. 


247. 
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From this inbred fin deliver: 
Let the yoke Now be broke; 
Make me thine for ever, 


Partner of thy perfect nature, 
Let me be Now in thee 
A new ſinleſs creature, 


Turn me, Lord, and turn me now, 
To thy yoke my ſpirit bow : 
Grant me now the peatl to hnd 
Of a meek and quiet mind. 


Calm, O calm my troubled breaſt ; 

Let me gain that ſecond relt : 

From my works for ever ceale, 

Pertected in holineſs, þ. 162, 


Come in this accepted hour, 
Bring thy heavenly kingdom in! 
Fill us with thy glortous power 
Rooting out the feeds of fin, þ. 168; 


Come thou dear Lamb, for ſinners ſlain, 
Bring in the cleanſing flood: 

Apply, to waſh out every ſtain, 
Thine efficacious blood, 


O let it fink into our ſoul 
Deep as the inbred ſin: 
Make every wounded ſpirit whole, 
And every leper clean! P. 171. 


Pris'ners of hope ariſe 

And lee your Lord appear! 
Lo! On the wings of love he flies, 

And brings redemption near, 


Redemption in his blood 

He calis you to receive: 
Come unto me, the pard'ning God: 

Believe, he cries, believe! 


eſus to thee we look, 
Till fav'd from ſin's remains, 
RejeR the inbred tyrant's yoke, 
And calt away his chains, 


Our 
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Our nature ſhall no more 
O'er us dominion have: 
By ſaith we apprehend the power, 
Which ſhall for ever ſave, p. 188. 


eſu, our life, in us appear, 
Who daily die thy death: 
Reveal thyſelf che hniſher : 
Thy quick'ning ſpirit breathe ! 
Unfold the hidden myſtery ! 
hea grocery gift impart ! | 
Reveal thy glorious ſelf in me: 
In every waiting heart, p. 193. 
In Him we have peace, In Him we have power! 
Preſery'd by his grace, Throughout the dark hour, 
In all our temptations, He keeps us to prove 
His utmoſt ſalvation, His fulnels of love. 


Pronounce the glad word, And bid us be free! 
Ah, haſt thou not, Lord, A bleſſing for me? 

The peace thou halt given Ihis moment impart, 
And open thy heaven, O Love, in my heart! 


P. 324. 


A ſecond edition of theſe hymns was publiſhed 
in the year 1752: and that without any other al- 
teration, than that of a ſew literal miſtakes, 

I have been the more large in theſe extracts, be- 
cauſe hence it appears, beyond all poſſibility of ex- 
ception, that to this day, both my Brother and I 
maintained, 1. That Chriſtian Perfection is that 
love of God and our neighbour, which implies de— 
liverance from all 25 2. That this is received 
merely by faith : 3. That it is given inſtantaneouſly, 
in one moment: 4. That we are to expett it (not 
at death, but every moment ; that now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of this ſalvation, 

19. At the conference in the year 1759, per- 
ceiving ſome danger, that a diverſity of ſentiments 
ſhould inſenſibly ſteal in among us, we again largely 
conſidered this doctrine. And ſoon after, I pub- 

liſhed 
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iſhed * Thoughts on Chriſtian Perfection,“ pre- 
faced with the following advertiſement ; 

The following Tratt is by no means deſigned, 
to gratiſy the cutioſity of any man, It is not in- 
tended io prove the dottrine at large, in oppoſition 
to thole, who explode and ridicule it: no, nor to 
an{wer the numerous objeations againſt it, which 
may be railed even by {crious men. All I intend 
here is, ſimply to declare, what are my ſentiments 
on this head; what Chiiſtian Perfection does, ace 
cording to my apprehenſion, include, and what 
it does not; and to add a few prattical obſerva— 
tions and directions, relative to the lu ject, 

« As thele thoughts were at fiſt thrown together 
by way of queſtiun and aniwer, I let them con- 
tinue in the fame form. —Ihey are juſt the ſame 
that I have entertained for above twenty years,” 

« 0. What is Chriſtian PerſeQion ? 

A, The loving Got with all our hcart, mind, 
ſoul, and ſtiength. This implies, that no wron 
temper, none contraty to love, remains in the ſoul; 
and that all the thoughts, words, and actions, are 
governed by pure love. 

0). Do you ailtrm, that this perfection excludes 
all infirmiiies, ignorance, and miſtake ? 

A, I continually afirm quite the cont 
alw; vs have done to, , 2 1 me 

Q. Buthow can everythought, word, and work, 
be governed by pure love, and the man be ſubject 
at the ſame time to ignorance and miſtake ? 

A, 1 fee np contradittion here, © A man may be 
filled with pure love, and £ill be liable to mil. 
take.“ Indeed 1 do not expect to be freed from 
actual miſtakes, till this mortal puts on immorta— 
I ty. I believe this to be a natural conlequence of 
the foul's dwelling in fleſh and blood. For we 
cannot now think at all, but by the mediation of 
thole bodily organs, which have ſuffered equally 
with the reſt of our frame. And hence we can- 
not avoid ſometimes thinking wrong, till this cor- 
ruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, 
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But we may carry this thought farther yet, A 
miſtake in judgment may poſhbly occaſion a mil- 
take in practice. For inſtance: Mr. De Renty's 
miſtake, touching the nature of mortification, 
ariſing from prejudice of education, occaſioned 
that practical miſtake, his wearing an iron gircle, 
And a thouſand ſuch inſtances there may be, even 
in thoſe who are in the higheſt ſlate of grace, Yet, 
where every word fand action ſprings from love, 
ſuch a miſtake is not properly a fin, However it 
cannot hear the rigour of God's juſtice, but needs 
the atoning blood, 

O. What was the judgment of all our brethren, 
who met at Briſtol in Auguſt 1738, on this head p 

A. It was expreſſed in theſe words; 1, Every 
one may milteke as long as he lives, 2, A miſtake 
in opinion may occaſion a miſtake in practice. 3. 
Every ſuch miſtake is a trauſgte ſſion of the perſect 
law. Therefore, 4. Every ſuch miſtake, were it 
not for the blood of atonement, would expole to 
eternal damnation. 5. It follows, that the moſt 

erfect have continual need of the merits of 
Chriſt, even for their actual tranſgreſhons, and 
may ſay for themſelves, as well as for their bre- 
thren, Forgive us our treſpaſſes. 

This eaſily accounts for what might otherwiſe 
ſeem to be utterly unaccoumtable: namely, that 
thoſe, who are not offended, when we {peak of 
the higheſt degree of love, yet will not heer of 
living without fin. The realon is, they know all 
men are liable to miſtake, and that in piattice, as 
well as in judgment. But they do not know, or 
do not obſerve, that this is not lin, if love is the 
fole principle of action. 

D. But ſtill, if they live without fin, does not 
this exclude the neceſſity of a mediator? At leaſt, 
is it not plain, that they ſtand no longer in need 
of Chriſt in his prieſtly office. | 

A. Far from it. None feel their need of Chriſt 
like theſe; none ſo entirely depend upon him, 
For Chriſt does not give life to the ſoul ſeparate 

from, 
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from, but in and with himſelf. Hence bis words 
are equally ttue of all men, in Whatſoever ſtate of 
grace they are, „ As the branch cannot bear fruit 
ot itſelf, except it abide in the vine, no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me: without (ur ſeparate 
from) me, ye can do nothing.“ 

In every it:te we nced Chrilt in the following 
relpetts: 1. Whatever grace we receive, it is a 
free gift from him. 2. We receive it as his pur- 
chaſe, merely in conſideration of the price he paid, 
3. We have this grace not only from Chriſt, but 
in him. For our perfection is not like that of a 
tree, which flouriſhes by the ſap, derived from 
its own root, but, as was ſaid before, like that of 
a branch, which, united to the vine, bears fruit, 
but ſevered from it, is dried up and withered, 4. 
All our ble{ings, temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, 
depend on his interceilion for us, which is one 
branch of his prieſtly office, whereof therefure 
we have always equal need. 5. The beſt of men 
ſtill need Chriſt in his prieſtly office, to atone for 
their omiſſions, their ſhort-comings, (as lome not 
improperly ſpeak) their miſtakes in judgment and 
practice, and their defects of various kinds, For 
theſe are all deviations from the perſect law, and 
conſequently need an atonement, Yet that they 
are not properly fins, we apprehend may appear 
trom the words of St. Paul, ++ He that loveth, hath 
filfilled the law; for love is the fulfiliing of the 
law*, Now miſtakes, and whatever infirmities 
neceſſarily flow from the corruptible Hate of the 
body, are no way contrary to love, nor therefore 
in the ſcripture-ſenſe, fin. 

To explain myſelf a little farther on this head, 
1. Not only fin, properly fo called, that is, a volun— 
tary tranſgreſſionofa known law, but lin, improperly 
ſo called, that is, an involuntary tranſgreſſion of a 
divine law, known or unknown, needs the aton- 
ing blood, 2, I believe there is no ſuch perfection 
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in this life, as excludes thele irivoluntary tran“ 
greſſions, which I apprenend to be naturally cor- 

ſequent on the ignorance and miſtakes inſeparable 
from mortality. g. Therefore jinleſs perfection is a 
phraſe I never ule, leſt I ſhould feem to contradict 
myſelf. 4. 1 believe a perſon filled with the love 
of God, is ftill liable io theſe inv oluntary tranſ- 
greſſions. +=. Such tranlgre ſſions you may call ing, 
if you pleaie: I do not, lor the reaſons above- 
5 

C. What advice would you give to thoſe that 
40 and thole that do not call them lo ? 

A. Let thoſe. that do not call them fins, never 
think that themſe!l ves, Or any Oi ner pcrions, arc in 
ſuch a ſtate, as ha they can ſtand before infinite 
zaſtice without a Mediator, This muſt argue either 
the deepr ignorance, or the highelt arrogance and 
preſu: mption. 

Let thoſe, who do call them fo, beware how 
they confound theſe defects with fins, properly ſo 
called, 

But how will they avoid it? How will theſe 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe, if they are all pro- 
miſcuouſly called fins? I am much afraid, if we 
ſhould allow any fans to be coniiſtent with pe: 3 
tion, few would confine the idea to thoſe deſect 
concerning which only the ailertion could be hats 

. But how can a iablencls to miſtake conſiſt 

with perfe ct love? Is not a perſon, who is per- 
fe cted in love, every moment under its influence ? 
And can any mitt ke low from pure love? 

A. 1 anſwer, 1. Many miſtakes may conf with 
pure love; 2, Some may accidentally flow from it. 
mean, een itlelf may incline us to miſtake, The 

e love of our neightour, ſpringing from the 
Five of God, think eth no evil, believeth and 
hopeth all things. Now this very temper, unlut— 
picious, ready to believe and hope the belt of all 
men, may Occ aſien our thinking ſome men better 
than they reallv are, Flere then is a manifeſt mit 
take, accidentally Uowing {from pure love. 
op Ilovyw 
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D. How ſhall we avoid ſetting perfection too 
high or too low p 

A. By keeping to the Bible, and ſetting-it juſt as 
high as the lcripture does, It is nothing higher 
and nothing lower than this: the pure love of 
God and man; the loving God with all our heart 
and foul, and our neighbour as ourſelves, It is 
love governing the heart and life, running through 
ail our tempers, words, and actions. 

0. Suppoſe one had attained to this, would you 
adviſe him to ſpeak of it, 

A. At firſt perhaps he would ſcarce be able to 
refrain, the fiie would be ſo hot within him; his 
delite to declare the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, carrying him away like a torrent, But af- 
terwards he might: and then it would be adviſe- 
able, not to {peak of it to them that know not 
God, Tis mot likely, it would only provoke 
them to contradilt and blaſpheme: nor to others 
without ſome particular reaſon, without ſome good 
in view. And then he ſhould have eſpecial care, 
to avoid all appearance of boaſting, to ſpeak with 
the deepeſt humility and reverence, giving all the 
glory to God, 

0. But would it not be better, to be entirely 
lent; not to {peak of it at all P 

A. By filence he might avoid many croſſes, which 
will naturally and neceilarily enſue, if he ſimply 
declare, even among believers, what God has 
wrought in his (ſoul, If therefore fuch a one were 
to confer with fleth and blood, he would be en— 
tirely filent, But this could not be done with a 
clear conſcience; for undoubtedly he ought to 
ſpeak. Men do not light a candle to put it under 
a buſhel: much leſs doe the all-wiſe God. He 
does not raiſe ſuch a monument of his power and 
love, to hide it from all mankind, Rather he in— 
tens it as a genetal bleiling, to. thule who are 
finple of heart. He deſigns thereby not bately 
the happinels of that in ividual perſon, but the 
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animating and encouraging others, to follow after 
the ſame bleſſing, His will is, hat many ſhall fre it 
and rejoice, and put their truſt in the Lord, Nor 
does any thing under heaven more quicken the 
deſires of thole who are juitified, than to converle 
with thoſe whom they believe to have experienced 
a ſtill higher ſalvation, This places that falvation 
full in their view, and increaſes their hunger and 
thirſt after it: an advantage which mult have been 
entirely loſt, had the perſon lo laved buried him— 
ſelf in ſileace. 

Q. But is there no way to prevent thoſe croſles, 
which uſually fall on thoie who ſpeak of being 
thus faved ? 

A. It ſeems they cannot be prevented altogether, 
while ſo much of nature remains even in believers, 
But ſomething might be done, if the preacher in 
every place, would 1, Talk freely with all who 
ſpeak thus: and 2, Labour to prevent the unjuſt 
or unkind treatment of thoſe, in favour of whom 
there is reaſonable proof. 

0, What is realonable proof? How may we 
certainly know one that is ſaved from all hn. 

A, We cannot infalliily know one that is thus 
ſaved, (no, nor even one that is juſtified) unleſs 
it ſhould pleaſe God to endow us with the mira» 
culous diſcerument of ſpirits, But we apprehend 
theſe would be ſufficient proofs to any reaſonable 
man, and ſuch as would leave little room to doubt, 
either the truth or depth of the work: 1. If we 
had clear evidence of his exemplary behaviour, for 
ſome time before this ſuppoſed change, This would 
give us reaſon to believe, he would not de for God ; 
but {peak neither more nor leſs than he felt: 2, If 
he gave a diſtinct account oi the time and manner 
wherein the change was wrought, with found 
ſpeech which could not be reproved : and g. If it 
appeared that all his ſubſequent words and attior.s 
were holy and unblameable, 

The ſhort of the matter is this: 1. I have abun- 
dant reaſon to believe, this perſon will not lie: 2, 
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Fe teſtifies beſore God, „I feet no fin, but all 
love: I pray, rejoice, and give thanks without 
ceaſing : and I have as clear an inward witnels, 
that I am fully renewed, as that I am jultiſied.“ 
Now if I have nothing to oppole to this plain teſ- 
timony, I ought in realon to believe it. | 

It avails nothing to object, © But I know ſeveral 
things wherein he is quite miſtaken,”” For it has 
been allowed, that all who are in the body, are 
liable to miſtake : and that a miſtake in judgment 
may ſometimes occaſion a miitake in practice: 
(though great care is to be taken that no ill ule be 
made of this conceſſion. For inſtance: Even 
one that is perfected in love, may miſtake with re- 
gard to another perion, and may think him, in a 
particular Cale, to be more or lels faulty than he 
really is. And hence he may ſpcik to him with 
more or leſs feverity than the truth requires, And 
in this ſenſe (though that be not the primary means» 
ing of St. James In many things we offend all, This 
therefore is no proof at all, that the perſon fo 
Ipeaking is not perſect. : 

2. But is it not a proof, if he is ſurpriſed or flute 
tered by a noiſe, a fall, or ſome ſudden danger? 

A, It is not: for one may ſtart, tremble, change 
colour, or be otherwiſe difotdefed in body, while 
the ſoul is calmly ſtayed on Ged, and remains in 
perfect peace. Nay, the mind itſelf may be deeply 
diſtreſt, may be exceeding ſorrow ful, may be per- 
plext and preſſed down by heavinels and anguiſh, 
even to agony, while the heart cleaves to God by 

erfe&t love, and the will is wholly reſigned to 
him. Was it not fo with the Son of God himſelf? 
Does any child of man endure the diſtrefs, the 
anguiſh, the agony, which he ſuſtained? And 
yet he knew no /n. | 

C. But can any one who has a pure heart, pre- 
fer pleaſing to unplealing food? Or ule any plea- 
ſure of ſenſe which is not ſtriftly neceſſary? If 
ſo, how do they differ from others? 


A, Tho 
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A. The difference between theſe and others in 
taking pleaſant food is, 1, They need none of theſe 
things 10 make them happy; ior they have a ſpring 
of happineſs within, Lhey fee and love God, 
Hence they recjoice evermuie, aud in every thin 
give thanks, 2, They may ule them, but they do 
not ſeek them: g. [hey uſe them ſparingly, and 
not for the take of the thing itfe!f, This being 

remiſed, we anſwer direttiy: ſuch a one may ule 
pleaſing food, without the danger which attends 
thoſe w 10 are not ſaved from fin, He may prefer it 
to unplcaſii g, though equally wholeſome food, as 
a means of increaſing thankfulneſs, with a lingle 
eye to God, who giveth us all things richly to en— 
joy: on the ſame principle, he may ſmell to a 
flower, or eat a bunch of grapes, or take any other 

leaſure which does not leſſen, but increa'e his de- 
light in Cod. Therefore neither can we lay, that 
one perfected in love would be incapable of mar- 
riage, and of worldly buſinefs: if he were called 
thereto, he would be more capable than ever; as 
being able to do all things without hurry or cares 
fulneſs, without any diſtraction of ſpirit, 

O. But if two perfect chriſtians had children, 
how could they be born 1n fin, ſince there was 
none in the parents ? 

A. It is a poilible, but not a probable caſe: I 
doubt whether it ever was or ever will be, But 
waving this, I anſwer, fin is entailed upon me, 
not by immediate generation, but by my firit parent, 
In Adam a died ; by the difobedience of one, all men 
were made finners: all men without exception who 
were in his loins, when he ate the forbidden 
fruit. 

We have a remarkable illuſt ration of this in gar- 
dening. Grafs on a crab-ſtock bear excellent 
fruit. But ſow the kernels of this fruit, and what 
will be the event? They produce as mere crabs 
as ever were caten, 

But what does the perfe& one do more than 
others? More than the common believers ? 
4, Perhaps 
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A. Perhaps nothing: ſo may the providence of 
God have hedged him in, by outward circum- 
ſtances. Perhaps not ſo much; though he deſites 
and longs to ſpend and be ſpent for God: at leaſt 
not extcinally : he neither {peaks ſo many words, 
nor does ſo many works, As neither did our Lord 
himſelf ſpeak ſo many words, or do ſo many, no 
nor ſo great works, as ſome of his Apoſtles, (John 
xiv. 12.) But what then? This is no proof that 
he has not more grace: and by this God meaſures 
the outward work, Hear ye him. PFerily 7 jay 
unto you, this poor widow has caſe in more than them 
all, Verily this poor man, with his few broken 
words, hath ſpoke more than them all. Verily 
this poor woman, that hath given a cup of cold 
water, hath done more than them ail! O ceale to 
Judge according to appearance, and learn to Judge 
71ghteous judgment, 

2. But is not this a proof againſt kim? I feel 
no power either in his words or prayer? 

A. It is not: for perhaps that is your own fault? 
| You are not likely to feel any power therein, if 
any of theſe hinderances lie in the way; 1. Your 
own deadneys of ſoul. The dead pharilees felt no 
power even in his words, who paßte as never man 


Hale + 2, The guilt of ſome unrepented fin, lying 


upon the conſcience: g. Prejudice toward him of 
any kind: 4. Your not believing that ſtate io be at- 
E tainable, wherein he profelles to be: 5. UVngodli- 
ne /s to think or own he has attained it: 6. Over- 
'aluing or idqlizing him: 7 Over-valuins yours 
Helf and your own judgment. It any of thele is 
the calc, what wonder is it, that you feel no power 
En any thing he ſays? But do not others feel it ? 
If they do, vour argument falls to the ground. 
nd if they do not, do none of theſe hinderances 
ie in their way too? You muſt be certain of this 
efore you can build any argument thereon, And 
ven then your argument will prove no more, 
han that grace and gifts do not always go 3 
% Bu: 
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“ But he does not come up to my idea of a per- 
fect chriſtian,” And perhaps no one ever did, or 
ever will, For your idea may go beyond, or at 
leaſt beſide the ſcriptural account, It may include 
more than the Bible includes therein, or nowever 
ſomething which that does not include, Scripture 
perfection is, pure love filling the heart and ho- 
verning all the words and actions. It your idea 
includes any thing more or any thing elle, it is not 
ſcriptu-al; and then no wonder, that a fcripturailys 
perfett chriſtian does not come up to if, 

I fear many {tumble on this itumbling-block, 
They include as many ingredients as they pleaſe, 
not according to ſcripture, but their own umagi— 
nation, in their idea of one that is perfe&; aad 
then readily deny any one to be ſuch, who dees 
not anſwer that imaginary idea. 

The more. care ſhould we take, to keep the 
ſimple, ſcriptural account continually in our eye, 
Pure love reigning alone in the heart and life, this 
is the whole of ſcriptural perfection. 

Q. When may a perſon judge himſelf to have 
attained this? 

A. When after having been fully convinced of 
inbred fin, by a far deeper and clearer conviction, 
than he experienced before juſtihcation, and 
after having experienced a gradual moitification of 
it, he experiences a total death to ſin, and an en- 
tire renewal in the love, and image of God, ſo as 
to rejoice evermore, to pray without cealing, and 
in every thing give thanks. Not that “ to feel 
all love and no fin,” is a ſufficient proof, Several 
have experienced this for a time, before their ſouls 
were fully renewed. None therefore bought to be- 
lieve, that the work is done, till there is added 
the teſtimony of the ſpirit, wine ling his entire 
ſanctiſication, as clearly as his juſtification, 

C. But whence is it, that ſome imagine they are 
thus ſanctified, when in reality they are not ? 

A. It is hence: they do not judge by all the pre- 
ceding marks, but cither by part of them, or by 

others, 
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others, that are ambiguous, But I know no in- 
{tance of a perfor attending to them all, and yet 
deceived in this matter, 1 "believe, there can be 
none in the world. If a man be deeply and fully 
convinced, alter juſtification, of inbred hin; if he 
then experience a gradual mortihcation of fin, and 
afterwards an entite 1enewal in the image of God: 
if to this change, immenſely greater than that 
wrought when he was juſtified, he added a clear 
direct witnels of the renewal: J judge it as im- 
20{fible this man ſhould be deceived herein, as 
that Cod ſhould lie. And if one whom I krow 
to be a man of veracity, teſtify theſe ate me, 
I bought rot, without ſome {u{hicient rcaſon, to res 
ject his teſtimony, 

Is this denh to fin, and renewal in love, 
eradus] or 1n{tantareous ? 

4. A man may be dying for ſome time; vet le 
does not, properly lpeaking, die, till the inflant 
the foul is ſepera'ed frum the body; anc in that 
inſtant he hves the lie of eternity, In ke man- 
nei, he may be cyirg to fin for ſome time: vet he 
is rot dead to fin, tell fin is {eperated from his 
foul. Arid in that inſtant he lives the full life of 
love. And as the change undergone when the 
body dies, is of a different kird, and infinite ly 
greater th an any we bad known, before, yea, ſuch 
as till then it is 1mpoſible to conceive; ſo the 
charge wrcught uten the foul] dies to fin, is of a 
diflerent kind, and infinitely greater then any be— 
fore, and than any conceive till he experiences it, 
Yet he (till grows in grace, in the knowledge of 
Chiift, in the love and image of God: and will 
do lo, not only till death, but to all eternity, 

0. How are we to wait for this change ? 

A. Not in careleſs indifference, or indolent inac— 
tivity; but in vigorous, univerſal obedience, in a 
zealous keeping of all the commandments, in 
watchfulneis and paintulneſs, in denz ing ourſelves 
and taking up our crols daily; as well as in earneſt 
prayer and Laing and a cloſe attendance on all 
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the ordinances of God, And if any man dream 
of attaining it any other way, (yea or of keeping 
it, when it is atiained, when he has received it 
even in the largeſt meaſure) he deceiveth his own 
foul, *Tis true we receive it by {ſimple faith. But 
God does not, will not give that faith, unleſs we 
ſeek it with all di iligence, in the way which he 
hath ordained, 

This conſideration may ſatisfy thoſe who en» 
quire, Why ſo few have received the bleſſing P 
\ Enquire, how many are ſeeking it in this way? 
And you have a ſufficient anſwer. 

Prayer clpectally is wanting, Who continues 
intant therein? Who wreſtles with God for this 
very thing? 80 ye have not W ye aſk not: 
or becauſe ye aſk amiſs, namely, „ That you may 
be renewed before you die.“ Before vou die! 
Will that content you? Nay, but a{k that it may 
be done now |} To-day ! W hike it is called to-day ! 
Do not call this © ſetting God a time,” Certainly 
to-day is his time as well as to-morrow, Make 
haſte man, make halte ! Let 


I hy ſoul break out in ſtrong deſire 
the perfect bliſs to prove! 
'hy longing heart be all on fire 
To be diilulv'd in love! 


D. But may we continue in peace and joy, till 
we are perſetted in love, 

A. Certainly we may: for the kingdom of God 
is not divided againſt itſelf. Thereſore let not he- 
lievers be diſcouraged, from rejorcing in the Lord 
always, And yet we may be ſenſibly pained at the 
ſinful nature that {till remains in us. It is good 
for us to have a piercing ſenſe of this, and a ve- 
hement deſire to be delivered from it. But this 
ſhould only incite us, the more zealoully to fly 
every moment to our ſtrong helper, the more carn- 
eſtly to preſs forward to the mari, the prize of our 
high calling in Chriſt Feſus, And when the ſenſe 
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of our ſin moſt abounds, the ſenſe of his love ſhould 
much more abound, 

O. How ſhould we treat thoſe who think they 
have attained ? 

A. Examine them candidly, and exhort them 
to pray fervently, that God would ſhew them all 
that is in their hearts, The molt earneſt exhorta- 
tions to abound in every grace, and the ſtrongeſt 
cautions to avoid -all evil, are given throughout 
the New Teſtament, to thoſe who are in the higheſt 
ſtate of grace, But this ſhould be done with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs, and without any harſhneſs, ſtern. 
nels, or ſourneſs. We ſhould carefully avoid the 
very appearance of anger, unkindneſs or contempt, 
Leave it to Satan thus to tempt, and to his chil. 
dren to cry out, Let us examine hum with deſpite- 


fulneſs and torture, that we may know his meekneſs 


end prove his patience, If they are faithful to the 
grace given, they are in no danger of pertlhing there- 
by: no not if they remain in that miſtake, till their 
{p11it is returning to God, 

O. But what hurt can it do to deal harſhly with 
them ? 

A. Either they are miſtaken or they are not, If 
they are, it may deſtroy their fouls, This is no— 
thing impoſſible, no, nor improbable. It may ſo 
enrage or ſo diſcourage them, that they will fink, 
and riſe no more, If they are not miſtaken, it may 
grieve thole whom God has not grieved, and do 
much hurt unto our own ſouls, For undoubtedly 
he that toucheth them, toucheth as it were the 
apple of God's &ye. If they are indeed full of his 
{pirit, to behave unkindly or contemptuouſly to 
them, is doing no little deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace, Hereby likewiſe we feed and increaſe in 
ourſelves evil ſurmiſing and many wrong temperss 
To inſtance only one. What ſelf-ſufficiency is 
this, to fet ourſelves up for inquiſitors-general, for 
peremptory judges in theſe deep things of God? 
Are we qualiſied for the office? Can we pronounce 
in all caſes, How far infirmity reaches? What 
may, and what may mA reſolved into it? What 


may 
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may in all circumſtances, and what may not, con ſiſt 
with perfect love? Can we preciſely determine, 
How 1t will influence the look, the geſture, the 
tone of voice? If we can, doubileſs we are the 
men, and wiſdom fhat! die with us. 

Q. But if they are diſpleaſed at our not believ- 
ing them, is not this a full proof againſt them 7 

A. According as that diſpleaſure i,: if they are 
angry, it is a proof againſt them: if they are grieved, 
it is not. They ought to be grieved, if we dif- 
believe a real work of God, and thereby deprive 
ourſelves of the advantage we might have received 
from it. And we may ealily miitake this grief for 
anger, as the outward expreihonsof both are much 
1 

Q. But is it not well to find out thoſe, who fancy 
they have attained, when they have not ? 

A. It is well to do it by mild, loving examina» 
tion. But it is not well to triumph even over 
theſe. It is extremely wrong, if we find ſuch an 
inſtance, to rejoice, as if we had found great ſpoils, 
Ought we not rather to grieve, to be deeply con- 
cerned, to let our eyes run down with tears? Here 
is one who ſeemed to be a living proof of God's 
power to fave to the-uttermoſt, but alas! It is 
not as we hoped! He is weighed in the balancg 
and found wanting! And 1s this matter of joy? 
Ought we not to rejoice a thouſand times more, if 
we can find nothing but pure love P 

& But he is deceived,” What then? It is a 
harmleſs miſtake, while he feels nothing but 
love in his heart, It is a miſtake which generally 
argues great grace, an high degree both of hol:- 
neſs and happineſs, This ſhould be a matter of 
real joy to all that are imple of heart: not the miſ- 
take itſelf, but the height of grace which for a 


time occaſions it, I rejoice thatthe ſoul is always 
happy in Chriſt, always full of prayer and thankſ- 
giving. I rejoice that he fells no unholy temper 
Put the pure love of God continually, And I 
will rejoice, if ſin is ſuſpended, till it is totally 


O. Is 


deſtroyed, 


11 

O. Is there no danger then in a man's being thus 
deceived ? 

A. Not at the time that he feels no ſin. There 
was danger before, and there will be again, when 
he comes into freſh trials, But ſo long as he feels 
nothing but love animating all his thoughts, and 
words and actions, he is in no danger: he is not only 
happy, but ſafe, under the ſhadow of the Almighty. 
And, for God's fake, let hin continue in that love 
as long as he can: mean time, you may do well, 
to warn him of the danger that ui be, if his love 
grow cold and fin revive, even the danger of caſt- 
ing away hope, and ſuppoſing, that, becauſe he 
hath not attained yet, therefore he never ſhall, 

D. But what if none have attained it yet? What 
if all, who think ſo are deceivea ? 

A. Convince me of this, and I will preach it 
no more, But underſtand me right: I do not build 
any doctrine on this or that perſon. This or any 
other man may be deceived, and I am not moved, 
But if there ate none made pertett yet, God has not 
lent me to preach perfection. 

Pat a parallel caſe. For many years I have 
preached, © There is a peace of God, which paſleth 
all underſtanding.” Convince me, that this word 
has fallen to the ground, that in all theſe years 
none have attained this peace, that there is no 
living witneſs of it at this day, and I will preach 


it no more. 


“O, but ſeveral perſons have died in that peace.“ 
Perhaps ſo: but. I want living witneſſes. Icannot 
indeed be infallibly certain, that this or that per- 
fon is a witneſs, But if I were certain there are 
none ſuch, I muſt have done with this dofttrine, 

+ You miſunderſtand me. I believe ſome, who 
died in his love, enjoyed it long before their death. 
But I was not certain, that their former teſtimony 
was true, till ſome hours before they died.” 

You had not an infallible certainty. then, And 
2 reaſonable certainty you might have had be- 
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fore; ſuch a certainty, as might have quickened 
avd comforted your own ſoul, and aniwered all 
other Chriſtian purpoſes, Such a certainty as this 
any candid perſon may have, ſuppoſe there be any 
living witneſs, by talking one hour with that per- 
lon in the love and fear of God, 

2. But what does it ſignify, whether any have 
attained it or no, ſeeing fo many {ſcriptures witneſs 
for it ? 

A. IF I ere convinced, that none in England 
had attained what has been ſo clearly and ſtrongly 
preached by ſuch a number of Preachers, in ſo 
many places, and for ſo long a time; I ſhould be 
clearly convinced, that we had all miſtaken the 
meaning of thoſe ſcriptures, And therefore for 
the time 10 come, I too muſt teach, that “ ſin will 
remain till death.“ 

20, Ta the year 1752, there was a great increaſe 
of the word of God in London. Many, who had 
hitherto cared for none of theſe things, were 
deeply convinced of their loſt eſtate. Many found 
redemption in the blood of Chriſt: not a few 
back !iders were healed, And a conſiderable num- 
ber of perſons believed, that God had ſaved them 
from all in. Eaſily foreſeeing, that Satan would 
be endeavouring to ſow tares among the wheat, 1 
took much pains to apprize them of the danger, 

zrticularly with regard to pride and enthuſtaſm. 
And while I ſtayed in town, I had reaſon to hope 
they continued both humble and ſober-minded, But 
almoſt as {von as I was gone, enthuſtaſm broke in. 


Two or three began to take their own imagination. 
8 { 


for impreſſions from God, and thence to luppoſe, 
that they hould never die. And theſe labouring 
to bring others into the ſame opinion, occaſioned 


1 f * 
much noiſe and confuſion, Soon after, the lame 


perſons, with a few more, ran into other extra- 
vagancies, fancying they could not be tempted, 
that they ſhould feel no more pain, and that they 
had the gift of propheſy, and of diſcerning of 
ſpirits, At my return io London in. Autum, m_ 

O. 
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of them ſtood reproved; but others were got 
above inſtruction. Mean time, a flood of reproach 
came upon me almolt from every quarter; from 
themſelves, becauſe I was checking them on all 
occaſions; and from others, © becauſe, they ſaid, 
I did not check them.” However the hand of the 
Lord was rot ftayec, but more and more ſinners 
were convinced: while fome were almoſt daily 
converted to God, and others enabled to love him 
with all their heart. 

2. About this time, a friend at ſome diſtance 
fron London wrote to me as follows: 

© Be not over alarmed, that Satan ſows tares 
among the wheat of Chriſt! It ever has been ſo, 
elpeclally on any remarkable out-pouring of his 
Spirit; ard ever will be fo, till he is chained u 
for a thouſand years, Till then he will always ape, 
and endeavour to counteratt the work of the ſpirit 
of Chrift. 

„One melancholy effect of this has been, that 
a world, who is always afl-ep in the arms of the 
evil one, has ridiculed every work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

„But what can real chriſtians do? Why, if 
they would act worthy of themlelves, they ſhould, 
1. Pray that everv deluded ſoul be delivered. 2. 
Endeavour to reclaim them in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs; and laſtly, Take the utmoſt care, both by 
praver, and watchfulneſs, that the deluſion of 
others may not leſſen their zeal in ſeeking after 
that wniverſad holineſs of foul, body, and ſpirit, 
without which no man ſhall fee the Lord. 

© indeed this compleat new creature is mere mad. 
neſs to a mad world, But it is notwithſtanding 
the will and wiſdom of God, May we all ſeek after 
0 

«© But ſome who maintain this doctrine in its 
full extent, are too often guilty of limiting the Al. 
mighty, He diſpenſes his gifts juſt as he pleaſes: 
therefore it is neither wiſe nor modefl to affirm, 
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That a perſon muſt be a believer for any length of 
time, before he is capable of regetving a liph de- 
gree of the pirit of holineſs, 

„God's uſual method is one thing, but his o- 
vereign pleaſure is another, Ne has wiſe realons 
both for haſtening and retarding his work; ſome— 
tines he comes ſuddenly and unexpected; ſome- 
n not till we have long locked for him. 

* Indeed it has been my opinion for many years, 
tin one great Caule why men make ſo little im- 
provemenit in tie divine life. is their own coldnefs, 
negligence, and undelief, And yet I here ſpeak of 
beltecers, 

„% May the ſpirit of Chriſt give us a right judg- 
ment in all things, and fill us with all the fulnefs of 
God, that ſu we may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing. ws 

About the ſame time, five or ſix honeſt enthu- 
ſtaſts ſoretold the world was to end on the 28th of 

February, 1 immediately wuhltood them, by 
every poſſible means, both in pubic and private. 
I preached expreſsly upon the ſubjeR, oth at 
Weft-ftreet and Spttlefields, I warned tae ſociety, 
gain and again, and ſpoke ſeverally to as many 
as I could: and I ſaw the fruit of mv labour. 
They made exceeding few converts: I believe 
ſcarce thirty in our whole ſociety, Nevertheleſs 
they made abundance of noiſe, gave huge occaſion 
of oftence to thoſe, who took cate to improve to 
the uttermoglt every occaſion againlt me, and greatly 
increaſed both the number and courage of thole 
who oppoſed Chriſtian Perſection. 

22, Some queſtions, now publiſhed by one of 
thefe. induced a plain man to write the following 


6 Queries, humbly propoled to thols who deny 


perfection to be attainable in this life. 
1. Has there not been a larger meaſure of the 


Holy Spirit given under the Goſpel, than under: 
the Jewih diſpenſation ? If not, in what lerſe 
was the /pirit not- given before Chriſt was glorified ?' 


John vii. 39, 


2. Was: 
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2. Was that glory which followed the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, 1. Pet. i. 11, an external glory, or an in- 
ternal, viz. the glory of holineſs? 

g. Has God any where in ſcripture commanded- 
us more than he has promiſed to us! 

4. Are the promiſes of God reſpetting holineſs, 
to be fulfilled in this life, or only in the next 

5. Is a Chriſtian under any other laws than 
thole, which God promiles to write in our hearts? 

er. xxxi. 31, &c. Heb, viii. 10. 

6. In what ſenſe is “ the righteouſneſs of the 
law fulklled in thoſe, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit? Rom, viii. 4. 

7. Is it impoſſible for any one in this liſe, to 
love God with all his heart, and mind, and foul, and 
ſtrength? And is the Chriſtian under any law 
which is not fulklled in this love? 

8. Does the ſoul's going out of the body effect its 
purification from indwelling fin ? 

9. If fo, is it not ſomething elſe, not the blood of 
Clift, which cleanſetn it from all jin ? 

10. If his blood cleanſeth us from all fin, while 
the foul and body are united, is it not in thts life ? 

11. If when that union ceaſes; is it not in the 
nca t? And is not this too late? 

12. If in the article of death; what ſituation is 
the foul in, when it is neither in tae body, nor out 
of iti. 

: 13, Has Chriſt any where taught us to pray for 
what he never deſigus to give 

14. Has he not,taught us to pray, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven ?9£ And is it not 
done pertettlv in heaven ? 

15, If fo, has he not taught us to pray ſor Per. 
felltion on earth ? Does he not then deſign to give 
it ? 

16. Did not St. Paul pray according to the will 
of God, when he prayed that the Thef/alontans 
might be ſan@ified wholly, and preſerved (in this 
world, not the next, unleſs he was praying for the 

dead) 
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dead) blamele/s in body, foul, and fpirit, unto the 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

17. Do you lincerely deſire to be freed from in- 
dwelling fin in this life? 

18. If you do, did not God give you that deſite p 

19. If ſo, did he not give it you to mock you, 
fince it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be fulfilled ? 

20. If you have not fincerity enough even to 
deſire it, are you not diſputing about matters too 
high for you ? 

21, Do youever pray God to cleanſe the thous hts 
ef your heart, that you may perfettly love him? 

22, If you neither deſtte what you aſk, nor be- 
lieve 1: attainable, pray you not as a fool prayeth ? 

God help thee io conſidei thele queſtions calmly 
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and impartially! 
In the latter end of this year, God called to 
himſelf that burning and ſhining light, Jane 
Cooper. As ſhe was both a living and dying wit. 
nels of Chriſtian Perfection, it will not be at all 
foreign io the ſubjeU to add a ſhort account of her 
death, with one of her own letters, containing a 
lain and artieſs relation ot the manner wherein 
it pleaſed God to work that great change in her 


foul, 
May 2, 1761. 

„believe while memory remains in me, gra- 
titude will continue, From the time you preached 
on Gal. v. 5, I ſaw clearly the true ſtate of my 
ſoul. That ſermon deſcribed my heart, and what 
it wanted to be, truly happy. You read Mr, 
M 's letter, and it deſctibed the religion which 
I defired. From that time the prize ag peated in 
view, and I was enabled to follow hard after it, 
I was kept watching unto prayer, ſometimes in 
much diſtreſs, at other times 1n patient expectation 
of the bleſſing. For ſome days before you left 
London, my ſoul was ſtayed on a promiſe I had ap- 
plied to me in prayer, The Lord whom ye ſech ſhall 
Suddenly come to lus temple, I believed he would, 
and 
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and that he would fit there as a refiner's fire, The 
Tueſday after you: went, I thought I could not 
ileep, unleſs he fulfilled his wora that night, L 
never knew as I did then the force of thele words, 
Be ſtill and know that I am God. I became nothing 
before him, and enjoyed perfect calmneſs in my 
foul, 1 knew not, whether he had deſtroyed my 
ſin; but I defired to know, that I might praiſe 
him. Yet I ſoon found the return of unbelict, and 
groaned, being burdened. On Wedneſday | went 
to London, and ſought the Lord without ccaling. 
I promiled, if he would ſave me from fin, I would 
Praiſe him, I could part with all things fo 1 might 
win Chriſt, But J found all theſe pleas to be no- 
thing worth, and that if he ſaved me, it muſt be 
freely, for his own name's ſake, On Thurſday 1 
was fo much tempicd, that I thought of deltroying 
mylelf, or never converſing more with the people 
of God, And yet I had no doubt. of his pardon» 
ing love: but, © t'was worſe than death my God 
to love, and not my God alone.“ On Friday my 
diſtreſs was deepened, Lendeavoured to pray and 
could not, I went to Mrs. D. who prayed for 
me, and told me it was the death of nature. I 
opened the Bible, on The fearful and unbelievin 
fhail have their part in the lake which burneth wit 
Are and brimſtone. 1 could not bear it. 1 opened 
again on Mark xvi. 6. 7, Be not affrighted : ge. ſeen 
Feſus of Nezareth—Go your way ; tell his diſciples 
„le goeth before you into Galilee : there all yee fee 
him. I was encouraged and enabled to pray, be- 
lieving I ſhould ſee Jeſus at home, I returned 
that night and found Mrs. G. She prayed for me; 
and the Predeſtinarian had no plea, but“ Lord, 
thou art no reſpecter of perſons.” He proved he 
was not, by bleſſing me, I was in a moment en- 
abled to lay hold on Jeſus, and found ſalvation 
by {imple faith. He aſſured me, the Lord, the king 
was in the midſt of me, and that I ſhould ſee evil 
no more, I now bleſſed him who had viſited and 
redeemed 


* 
redeemed me, and was become my uiſdom, rigu- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption, I law Jelus 
altogether lovely, and knew he was mine in all hrs 
offices. And, glory be to him! he now reigns in 
my heart withouta rival, I find no will but his. 
I feel no piide; „o any affection but what is 
placed on him, 1 know, it is by faith 1 ſtand, and 
that watching unto prayer muſt be the guard of 
faith. I am happy in God this moment, and I be- 
lieve for the next. I have oſt:n read the chapter 
you mention, !1 Cor. xiii.) and compared my heart 
and life with it, In ſo doing, I feel my ſhort- 
comings, and the need | have of the atoning blood, 
Yet | dare not ſay, I do not feel a mealure of the 
Iove there delvribed, though I am not all I ſhall 
be. I deſire to be loſt in that love which prfſeth 
knowledge. I lee the juſt all live by faith : and 
unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, 
in this grace given. If I were an archangel, I 
ſhould veil my face before him, and let ſilence 
ſpeak his praiſe !” 

The following account is given by one who 
was an eye and ear witneſs of what ſhe relates, 

1. Inthe beginningof November, ſhe ſeemea to 
have a foreſight of what was coming upon her, 
and uſed frequently to ſing theſe words: 


« When pain o'er this weak fleſh prevails, 
With lamb-like patience arm my brealit.”” 


And when ſhe ſent to me, to let me know ſhe was 
ill, ſhe wrote in her note, “ 1 ſuffer the will of 
Jeſus, All he ſends is ſweetened by his love, L 
am as happy as if I heard a voice lay, 


« For me my elder brethren ſtay, 
And angels beckon me away. 
And 7efus bids me come!“ 


2. Upon my telling her, © I cannot chuſe life 
or death for you,” ſhe ſaid, „I aſked the Lond, 
that 
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hat if it was his will, I might die fiſt, And he 
told me, you ſhould ſurvive me, and that you 
ſhould cloſe my eyes.“ When we perceived it 
was the imall-pox, I faid to her, * My dear, you 
will not be frighted if we tell you, what is your 
diſtemper.“ She ſaid, © I cannot be frighted at A. | 
will,” Þ 
3. The diſtemper was ſoon very heavy upon her, l, 

But ſo much the more was her faith ſtrengthened, 

Tuelday, Nov. 10, ſhe ſaid to me, © I have been | 

worſhipping belore the throne in a glorious man— ; 

ner, my ſoul was ſo let into God.“ I ſaid, „ Did 

the Lord give you any putticulac promiſe ? „ No, 

replied ſhe: © it was all 


That ſacred awe that dares not move | 
And all the alent heaven uf love.“ 


4. On Thurſday, upon my aiking, What have 
you to ſay to me? She ſaid, © Nay, nothing but 
what you know already: God is love:“ I aſked, 
„% Have you any particular promiſe?” She re- f 
plied, “ I do not ſeem to want any, I can live 
without, I ſhall dic a lump of deformity, but 
ſhall meet you all glorious. And mean time [I 
; ſhall (till have fellowſhip with your {pirit,” 
| 5, Mr. M. aſked, ** whet ſhe thought the moſt 
excellent way to walk in, and what were its chief 
„ Mmuinderances ? She an{wered, “ The greateſt hinder- 
* ance is generally from the natural conſtitution. It 
was mine, to be relerved, to be very quiet, to 
ſuffer mach, and to»lay little. Some may think 
one way more excellent, and ſome another, But 
N the thing is to live in the will of God. For ſome 
months paſt, when | have been particularly de- 
N voted to this, 1 have felt ſuch a guidance of his 
{pirit, and the uncttion which I have received from the 
Hlvly One has fo tauglit me of all things, that I needed 
not any man ſhould teack me, fave as tits anointing 
teacheth. 


On 
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On Friday morning ſhe ſoid, “ I helieve I ſhall 
die.“ She then fat up in her bed and faid, © Lord, 
I bleſs thee that thou art ever with me, and all 
thou haſt is mine, Thy love 1s greater than my 
weaknels, greater than my helpleſſneſs, greater 
than my unworthineſs. Lord, thou fayeft to cores 
ruption, Thou art my ſiſter! t\nd glory be to thee, 
O 7eſus, thou art my brother. Let me comprehend 
with all ſaints, the length, and breadth, and depth, 
and height of thy love! Bleſs thele ; (ſome that 
were preſent) let them be every moment exercifed 
in all things, as thou would! have them to be,” 

7. Some hours after it ſeemed as if the agonies 
of death were juſt coming upon her, But her face 
was full of ſmiles of triumph, and ſhe clapped her 
hands for joy. Mrs. C. ſaid, „ My dear, you are 
more than conqueror, through the blood of the 
Lamb.” She aniwered, © Yes, O yes, {wee! Jeſus ! 
O death, where is thy ſting !'”” She then lay as in 
a doze for ſome time. Atterwards ſhe ſtrove to 
ſpeak, but could not, However ſhe teſtified her 
love, by ſhaking hands with all in the room. 

8. Mr. IV. then came. She faid, Sir, I did 
not know that I ſhould live to ſee vou. But I am 
glad the Lord has given me this opportunity, and 
likewiſe power to ipeak to you, I love you, You 
have always preached the ſtricteſt dottrine : and I 
loved to follow it. Do fo fill, whoever is pleaſed | 
or diſpleaſed.“ He aſked, “ Do you now believe 

ou are ſaved from fin?” She ſaid, © Yes; I 
have had no doubt of it for many months, That 
I ever had, was becauſe I did not abide in the 
faith, I now feel, I have kept the faith; and per- 
fe& love caſteth out all fear, As to you, the Lord 
promiſed me, your latter works ſhould exceed your 
former, though I do no live to ſce it, —I have been 
a great enthuſiaſt, as they term it, theſe ſix months; | 
but never lived ſo near the heart of Chriſt in my 
life. You, Sir, defire to comſort the hearts of 
hundreds by following that ſimplicity your ſoul 


loves,” 


| 1 
9 9. To one who had received the love of God 
x under her prayer, ſhe ſaid, “I feel I have not fol- 
lowed a cunningly deviſed fable; for lam as happy 
as I can live. Do you prefx'on, and ſtop not ſhort 
1 of the mark.” Io Miſs M—s ſhe laid. Love 
= . Chriſt; he loves you, I believe I ſhall fee vou at 
E * the right hand of God, But as ore flar differs 
re ancther Har in glory, fo flall it be in the reſur- j 
redlio charge von, in the preſence of God, 
meet me in tha! day all glorious within. Av ,oid 
all conformity to the World. You are robbed of 
many of your privileges. I know, I ſhall be found 


hl nuclcls. Do you labour to be found of him in 
Rate. Ui 70 1 e 7 It, , 
19, Saturday morning ſhe prayed nearly as fol. | 


1 „ kKknob, my Lord, my life 1s prolonged, 
only 10 060 thy vi 115 And though I ſhould never 
CAL or drink more (he had not fi allowed any thin 


for ncar eight ind twenty hours) thy will be done, 


© 
11 
il 


am willing to be kept ſo a twelvemonth : Man 

vet t not oy Orea 1 4 one. ] praile thee that here 18 : 

| not a ſhidow of com; plaining in our {treets, In 
| that ſenſe we know not what fickneſs means, In. 
deed, Lord, nciher life nor Aeati nor thin 's preſent, 
| nor things to come, o, nor any creature, hall ' /*parate 
; us from thy {ve one moment. Bleſs thele, that 


there may be ro lack in their fouls, 1 believe 
| there ſhall not, I pray in * 5 

"7 On Sunday an: d ä he was light.- headed, 
but ſenlible at tim: It then plain! v appeared her 
heart was ſtill in Rest en. One laid to her, * Jeſus 
is our mark.“ She feplied, © I hive but one mark, 
Jam all spiritual.“ Nifs ll laid io her, You 
dwellin God,” She anſwered, © Altogether.” A 
perſon «{\ked her, + Do you love me?” She lard, 
«+ O. love n 2. 1 love my Chriſt”? Tto 1 
ther ſhe ſaid, „ 1 ſhall not long be here, Jclus ig 
1 very Prec cious indeed,” She laid to Miſs 
. The Lord is very good, He keeps my foul 
above all,” For fifteen hours betore ſhe died, the 


E Was 


1 

was in ſtrong convulſions; her ſufferings were 
extreme. One faid, 55 You are made perfect 
through ſufferings.” She f{aid, + More and more 
fo.” After lying quiet ſome time, ſhe ſaid, “ Lord, 
thou art ſtrong!” Then peuſhng a confiderable 
ſpace, ſhe uttered her laſt words, © My Jelus is 
all in all to me: glory be to him through time and 
eternity.” After this, ſhe lay ftii] for about helf an 
Hour, and then expired without a hgh or gioan. 

25, The next year, the number of thole who be- 
lie ved they were aved from fin, ſtill increaſing, I 
zudged it needful to publiſh, chiefly for their ule, 
„ Farther Thoughts on Chriſtian Perfection.“ 

O. 1. How is Chrift the end of the law for righteouf- 
neſs to every one that believeth Rom. x. 4. 

A. In order to underſtand this, you muſt under. 
ftand what law 1s here ſpoken of. And this I ap— 
prehend, is 1, The Moſaic law, the whole Moſaic 
diſpenſation : which St. Paul continually ſpeaks 
of as one, though containing three parts, the po- 
litical, moral, and ceremonial: 2, The Adamic 
law, that given to Adam in innocence, properly 
called, “ the law of works.” This is in ſubſtance 
the ſame with the Angelic law, being common to 
angels and men, It required, that man ſhould 
uſe to the glory of God, all the powers with which 
he was created, Now he was created free from 
any defect, either in his underſtanding, or his af- 
ſections. His body was then no clog to the mind: 
it did not hinder his apprehending all things clearly, 
judging truly concerning them, and reaſoning 
juſtly; if he reaſoned at all. I fay, „If he reaſon- 
ed :“ for poſſibly he did not. Perhaps he had no 
need of reaſoning, till his corruptible body preſſed 
down the mind, and impaired its native faculties, 
Perhaps till then, the mind ſaw every truth that 
offered as directly, as the eye now ſees the light, 

Conſequently this law, proportioned to his ori— 

inal powers, required that he ſhould always 

think, always ſpeak, and always act preciſely right, 

in every point whatever, He was well able ſo to Ws 
An 
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And God could not but require the ſervice, he 
was able to pay. 

But Adam fell: and his incorruptible body, be- 
came corruptible: and ever fince it is a clog to the 
foul, aud hinders its operations, Hence, at pre» 
ſent no child of man can at all times apprehend 
clearly, or judge trulv. And where cither the 
judgment or apprehenſion is wrong, it is impoſſible 
to realon juſtly. Therefore it is as natural for a 
man to miſtake as to breathe; and he can no more 
live without the one than without the other. Cone 
ſequently no man is able to perform the ſervice, 
which the Adamic law requires, 

Ard no man 15 obliged to perform it: God does 
not require it of any man. For Chriſt is the end o 
te Adamic, as well as the Mofaic law. By his 
death he hath put an end to both: he hath aboliſhed 
both the one and the other, with regard to man; 
and the obligation to obſerve either the one or the 
Other is vamihed away. Nor is any man living 
bound to obſerve the Adamic, more than the Mofazc 
law, 

In the room of this, Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed ano- 
ther, namely, The law of faith, Not every one 
that doeth, but every one that believeth, now re- 
ceiveth righteouſneſs, in the full ſenſe of the word, 
that is, he is juſtified, ſanctified, and glorifed, 

O. 2. Are we then dead to the law ? 

A. We are dead to the law, by the body of Chrift 
given for us, Rom, vii, 4. to the Adamzc, as well 
as Mofaic law, We are wholly freed therefrom by 
his death : that law expiring with him, 

(), 3. How then are we not without law to God, 
but under the law to Chrijt ? 1 Cor. ix. 21. 

A. We are without that law, But it does not 
follow that we are without any law. For God has 
eſtabliſned another law in its place, even the law 
of faith, And weare all under this law to God and 


to Chriſt, Both our Creator and our Redeemer. 


require us to oblerve it. 
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O. 4. Is love the fulfiiling ot this law? 

A. Ung 1eſtionably it is. The whole law, under 
which we now are, is fulfilled by love, Rom, x11, 
9, 10. Faith working or animated by love, is all 
that God now requires of man. He has ſubſtituted 
(not firicerity, but) love, in the room of angelic 

erlection, 

(). 5. How is love the end of the commandment ? 
1 Him. 5 

A. ir is the nd of every comm andment of God, 
It is the point aimed at by the whole, and every 
part of the chriſtian inſtitution, The foundation 
is faith, purifying the heart, the end love, pre- 
lerv1 nga good conicience, 

0, 6. What love is this? 

A. The tor ving the Lord our God with all our heart, 
mind, foul, and firengti and the looing our neighs 
bour, every man as ourſelves, as our own ſouls. 

0. 7, What arte the {ruits or properties of this 
love ? 

A. St. Paul informs us at large, Love is long- 
ſuffering. It ſuffers all the wickedneſs of the chil- 
dren of the world, And that not for a little time 
only, but as long as God pleaſes, In all it ſees the 
hand of God, and willingly ſubmits thereto, 
Mean time it is kind, In all. and after all it ſuffers, 
it is ſoft, mild, tender, benign. Love envi?th not: 
it excludes every kind and degree of envy out of 
the heart: Love acteth not raſily, in a violent head- 
ſtrong manner, nor paſſes any raſh or ſevere judg- 
ment, It doth not behave itſelf indecently, is not rude, 
does not act out of character: feet *th not her own 
eaſe, pleaſure, honour or profit: 2s not provoked ; 
expels all anger from the heart: thinketh no evil: 
caſteth out all jealouſy, ſuſpiciouinels, readinels to 
believe evil: rejoiceth not in iniquity, yea, weeps at 
the ſin or folly of its bittereſt enemies; but re— 


Joiceth in the truth. in the holineſs and happineſs 


of every child of man. Love covereth all things, 
ſneaks evil of no man; believeth all things, that 
tend 
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tend to the advantage of another's character. 73 
hopeth all things, whatever may extenuate the faults 
which cannot be denied, and it endureth ail things, 
which God can permit, or men and devils inflict. 
This is the law of Clift, the perf ct law, the law of 
liberty. 

And this diſtinction between the law of faith, 
(or love, and the law of works, is neither a ſubtle, 
nor an unnecellary diſtinction, It is plain, eaſy, 


and intelligible to any common underſtanding, 


And it is abſolutely neceſſary, to prevent a thous 
ſand doubts and fears, even in thoſe who do walk 
in love. 

O. 8. But do we not in many things offend all, yea, 
the beſt of us, even againit this law P 

A. In one ſenſe we do not, while all our tempers 
and thoughts, and words and works, {pring from 
love. But in another we do, and {hall do, more 
or leſs, as long as we remain in the body, For 
neither love nor the unchon of the Holy One makes 
us infallible. Therefore through unavoidable de— 
fect of underſtanding, we cannot but miſtake in 
many things. And thele miſtakes will frequently 
occalion ſomething wrong, both in our temper, 
and words and actions. From miſtaking his cha- 
rater, we may love a perlon leſs than he really 
deſerves, And by the fame miſtake we are una- 
voidably led to ſpeak or act with regard to that per- 
for, in ſuch a manner as is contrary to this law, 
in ſome or other of the preceding inſtances, 

O. 9. Do we not then need Chriſt, even on this- 
account ? 

A. The holieſt of men ſtill need Chriſt, as their 
prophet, as tte light of the world, For he does not 
give them light, but from moment to moment: 
the inſtant he withdraws, all is darknels, They 
ſtill need Chriſt as thei: king, For God does not 

ive them a ſtock of holinels, But unlets they re- 
ceive a ſupply every moment, nothing but unho- 
lineſs would remain, They ſtill need Chriſt ag 


their prieſt, to make atonement for their holy 


TY things, 
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things. Even perfect holineſs is acceptable to God 
only through Jelus Chriſt, 

Q. 10. May not then the very beſt of men adopt 
the dying martyr's confeſſion, © I am in mylelf no— 
thing but fin, darkneſs, hell ; but thou ar: my light, 
my holinels, my heaven?“ 

os Not exactly. But the beſt of men may ſay, 

Thou att my light, my holineſs, my heaven, 
Throuzh my union with thee, I am full of hght, 
of holineſs and happinels, And if I were left to 
my/ if, 1 ou be not! 2 but ſin, d. arknels, hell.“ 

But to proceed. The beſt of men need Chrilt 
as their pics; their atonement, their advocate 
with the Fa: hers not only as the continuence of 
their every blelling depe: ds On his death and inter— 
ce ſſion. but on account of their coming ſhort of 
the law of love, For every man living does fo, 
You wh 10 fee { all love, Compare vourſeives with the 

nreceding deteription. * eigh yourleives in this 
dg. and (ee 1f you ate e not wanting in many 
Partic . Fu 

O. 14, But if all this be conſiſtent with chriſtian 
Perſection. that peiſection is not freedom from all fin : 
ſecing fan ig the tranſgreſhon of the law. And the 
per ec tranlgtels the very law thev are under. Be- 
hdes, they need the atonement of Chriſt. And he 
is the atonement of nothing but fin. Is then the 
term t perfection proper? 

A, It is not worth diſputing about, But obſerve, 
in what lenſe the perions in queſtion need the 
atonement of Chriit, Theo do not need him to 
reconcile them to God afreſh, + for they are recon. 
ciled, They do not need him to reflore the favour 
of God, but to continue it, He does not procure 

ardon for them anew, but ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſton for them, And 15 one offering, he hath per- 
fected for ever them that are ſanftified, Heb. x. 14. 

For want of duly conſidering this, ſome deny, 
that they need the atonement of Chriit, Es 
exceeding few: I do not remember to have found 
hwe of them in England. Of the two, I would 
ivoner give up perfection. But we need not give 


up 


3 
up either one or the other, The perfection I hold, 
Love rejoicing evermore, praying without ceaſing. and 
in every thing giving thanks, is well conliltent with 
it: if any hold a perfection, which is not, they 
muſt look to it. 

O. 12. Does then Chiiltian Perfection imply any 
more than f{ncerity ? 

A. Not if you mean by that word, love hlling 
the heart, expelling pride, anger, deſire, ſelf. will; 
rejoicing evetmore, praving without ccaling, and 
in every thing giving thanks. But I doubt few 
ule fancerity in this lenie, Therefore I think the 
old word is belt. | 

A perſon may De fencere, who has all his natural 
tempers, pride, anger, luft, feif-will, But he is 
not prrfect, till his heart is cicanied hom theſe, and 
all its other corruni:ons. 

To clear this point aliitie farther: I know many 
that love God with all their heatt, He is their 
one deſite, their one delight, and they are con- 
tinually happy in him. They love their neigl.bour 
as themielves. They feel as lincere, fervent, con- 
ſtant a delire for the happincts ol « vVelY Men, 98004 
or bad, friend or enemy, as for their own, They 


rejoice evermore, pray without cealing, and in 


every thing give thanks, Theirfſouls arc continually - 


itreaming up to God, in holy Joy, prayer, and 
praiſe, This is a Point of fact: and this is plain, 
ound, ſcriptural experience, 

But even theſe ſouls dwell in a ſhattered body, 
and are ſo preſt down thereby, that they cannot 
always exert themlelves as they W uld, by thinks 
ing, ſpeaking, and atting precifcly right, For want 
of better bodily organs, they muſt at times thir K, 
ſpeak, or act wrong; not indeed through a defect 
of love, but through a. deft ct of knowledge, And 
while this 1s the calc, notwithſtanding that defect, 
and its conlequences, they fuliil the law of 
love, 

Yet as even in this caſe, there is not a ſull con. 
formity to the perlect law, ſo the moſt perfect do 
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on this very account, need the blood of atone. 
ment, and may properly for themlielves, as well as 


( 68 ) 


for their brethren, lay, Forgive us our treſpaſſes. 


. 13. But if Chriſt has put an end to that law, 


what need of any atonement for their tranigreſiing 


it P 


A. Obſerve in what ſenſe he has put an end to 
it, and the difficulty vaniſhes, Where it not for the 
abiding merit of his death, and his continual inter- 
eeffion for us, tat law would condemn us {ti!1, 
Theſe therefore we Hill nced, for every tranſgreſ- 


fion of it. 


O. 14. But can one that is ſaved from fin be 


tempted ? 
A. Yes: for Chriſt was tempted. 


O. 15. However, what you call temptation, T 
call the corruption of my heart, 


you diflinguſh one from the other? 


A. In ſome caſts it is impotſlible to diſtinguiſh, 


without the direct witne/s of the ſpirit, 
neral one may dill:nguith thus: 


One comments me, 


pride, 


as that pride is not humility, 


A man {trikes me. 


ger. 


A woman ſolicits me, 
luſt, 
feel no deſire or luſt at all: of which I am az 


Here is a tem 


But in the 1nftant I ſhrink back 


as that my hand is cold or bot. 


Thus it is, if Jam tempted by a 


Bu! in ge- 


And how will 


Here is a temptation to 
But inſtantly my ſoul is humbled before 
God, And l feel no pride: of which I am as ſure, 


Here is a temptation to an- 
But my heart overflows with love. 


And TI 
feel no anger atall: of which I can be as lure, as 


that love and anger are not the ſame. 


ptation to 
And I 


ſu re, 


preſent object 2 


and it is juſt the fame, if when it is abſent, the de- 
vil recals a commendation, an injury, or a woman 
to my mind. In the inſtant the foul repels the 


temptation, and remains filled with pure love, 


And the diff>rer ce is {till plainer, when I com- 
pare my preſent ſtate with mv paſt, wherein I felt 


Q. 16, 


temptation and corruption tco, 
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Q. 16. But how do you know, that you are ſanc- 
tificd, ſaved from your inbred corruption? 

A. I can know it no otherwiſe than I know that 
I am juſtiſied. Hereby know we that we are of God, 
in either ſenſe, by the ſhirit he hath given us. 

We know it by the witneſs, and by the fruit of the 
ſpirit, And firſt, by the witneſs. As when we 
were juſtified, the Spirit bore witneſs with , t, 
that our ſins were forgiven, ſo when we were ſanc— 
tified, he bore witnels, that they were taken away. 
Indeed the witnels of ſfanctification is not always 
Clear at firſt ; (as neither is that of juſtification) 
neither is it afterward, always the ſame, but like 
that of juſtification, {oinetimes ſtronger and ſome- 
times fainter, Yea, and ſometimes it is withdrawn. 
Yet in general, the latter teſtimony of the Spirit 
is both as clear and as ſteady as the former. 

2. 17. But what need is there of it, ſeeing ſanc- 
tification is a real change, not a relative only, like 
Juſtification ? 

A. But is the new-hirth a relative change only? 
Is not this a rea! change? Therefore if we need 
no witneſs of our ſanfification, becaule it is a real 
change, for the ſame reaſon we ſhould need none, 
that we are born of or are the children of God. 

2. 18. But does not ſanctiſication ſhine by its 
own light ? 

A. And does not the new-birth too? Some» 
times it does. And ſo does ſanttification : atothers 
1 docs not, In the hour of temptation Satan 
clouds the work of God, and injetts various doubts 
and reaſonipgs, eſpecially in thoſe who have either 
very weak or very f{trong underſtandings. At 
ſuch times there is abſolute need of that witneſs : 
without which the work of ſanctification, not only 
could not be diſcerned, but could no longer ſubſiſt. 
Were it not for this, the ſoul could not then abide 
in the love of God: much leſs could it rejoice 
evermore, and in every thing give thanks. In 
theſe circumſtances therefore, a direct teſtimony 
that we are ſanctified is necellary in the higheſt 
degree, 


« But 
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© But I have no witneſs, that I am ſaved from 
fin, And yet I have no doubt of it,” Very well, 
As long as you have no doubt, it is enough; when 
you have, you will nced that witneſs, 

0. 19. But what ſcripture makes mention of any 
ſuch thing, or gives any reeſon to expect it? 

A. That ſcripture, 1 Cor. ii. 12, We have re- 
ceived not the ſhurit that is of the world, but the Spirit 
which ts of God, that we may know the things, which 
are freely given us of God, 

Now ſurely ſanctification is one of the things, 
which are freely given us of God, And no pothible 
reaſon can be ailigned, why this ſhould be ex- 
cepted, when the Apoſtle favs, We receive the Spi- 
rit fer this very end, that we may know the things, 
waAich are thus freely given us. 

Is not the ſame thing implied in that well— 
known ſcripture, Rom. viii. 15, The ſpirit itſelf 
witnefſeth with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 
God ? Does he only witneſs the want of this to 
thoſe, who are children of God in the loweſt ſenſe P 
Nay, but to thoſe alſo, who are ſuch in the higheſt 
ſenſe. And does he not witneſs, that they are 
ſuch in the higheſt ſenſe? What reaſon have we 
© doubt it p 

What if a man were to affirm, (as indeed many 
do) that this witneſs belongs only to the higheſt clals 
of Chriſtians? Wouldnot you anſwer, The Apoſtle 
makes no reſtriction, Therefore doubtleſs it be- 
longs to all the children of God. And will not 
the ſame anſwer hold, if any affirm, that it belongs 
only to the loweſt clals ? 

Conſider likewiſe 1 John v. 19, We know that 
we are of God. How? By the Shirit that he hath 
given us. Nay, hereby we know that he abideth in 
us. And what ground have we, either from {crip- 
ture or reaſon, to exclude the witneſs, any more 
than the fruit of the Spirit, from being here in- 
tended? By this then alſo we know that we are of 
God, and in what ſenſe we are lo; Whether we are 
babes, 
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babes, voung men, or fathers, we know in the 
lame manner, 

Not ihat I affirm, that all young men, or even 
falt, rs, have this teſtimony every moment, There 
may be inturmiions of the direct teſtimony that 
then are thus born of God, But thoſe inter- 
„ (Hong are fewer and thorter as they grow up in 
Chriſt. Ard ſome heve the teſtimony both of 
their juſtification and (anctification, without any 
Intermilliv! et all: which I preſume more might 
have, did tney walk humbly and cloſely with 
God, 

O. 20. May not ſome of them have a teſtimony 
from the Spirit, that they ſhall not finally fall 
from Goc? 

A, They may, And this perſuaſion, that neither 
vife nor death ſhall ſeparate them from Him, far from 
being hutttui, may in ſome circumltances be ex- 
tremely uletul. Theſe therefore we ſhould in no 
wile grieve, but earneſtly encourage them, to Hold 
the beginning of their confidence fledfafi to the end. 

DZ. 21, But have any a teſtimony from the Spi- 
Tit, that they ſhall never in? 

A, We know not what God may vouchſafe to 
ſome particular perſons, But we do not find any 
general ſtate deſcribed in {cripture, from which a 
man cannot draw back to tin. If there were any 
ſtate wherein this was impoſſtble, it would be that 
of theſe who are janitiffed, who are Fathers in 
Chrijt, who rejoice evermore, prey without ceafing, and 
in every thing give thanks, But it is not impoſhble 
for theſe to draw back. They who are 1 
yet may fall and periſh, Heb, x. 29. Even Fa- 


ters in Chriſt, need that warning. Love not the 


world, 1 John ii. 13. They who rejoice, pray, and 
give thanks without ceaſing, may nevertheleſs quencR 
the Spirit, 1 Theſ. v. 16, &c. Nay, even they 
who are ſealed unto the day of redemption, may yet 

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, Eph. v. go. : 
Although therefore God may give ſuch a wit» 
neſs to ſome particular perſons, yet it is not to be 
expected 
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expected by chriſtians in general, there being no 
ſcripture whereon to ground ſuch an expettation, 

Q. 22. By what fruit of the Spirit may we know 
that we are of God, even in the higheſt ſenſe? 

A. By love. joy. peace always abiding: by invae 
riable lons-ſuffert; ug, patience, reſignation; by gene 
tlenels, triumphing over all provocation ; ; by goods 
neſs, mildnels, {weetnels, tenderneſs of ſpirit: by 
J-aelity, Iimplicity, godly ſincerity; by meerne/;, 
calmneſs, evenne s of ſpirit; by temperance, not 
only in food and teep, but in all things natural 
and ſpiritual, 

O. 23. But what great matter is there in this? 
Hare we not all this when we are juſtified ? 

zl: What! Total reſgnation to the will of God, 
without any mixture of leti-will ?£ Gentfenefs, withs 
out any touch of an: zer, even the moment we are 
gray ? Love to God, without the leaſt lov - 

to the creature, but in and for Gd, excluding a 
ride? Love to man, excluding all envy, a jea- 
louſy, and raſh judging P  AMee/ kneſs, | ec p'. ing the 
whole ſoul inviolably calm ? And-tenitcrance. in 
all things? Den that any ever AT up to this, 
if you pleaſe : but do not jay all who are juſti— 
fied do. 

. 24. But ſome who are newly jullifed do: 
what then will you ſay to theſe ? 

A, If they really ao, will ſay, they are ſanc- 
tified, ſaved from fin in that moment; and that the 
never need loſe what God has given, or ſee] fin 
any more, 

But certainly this is an exempt cafe. It is other- 
wiſe with the generality of th ſe that are jJuitifed ? 
They feel in themſelves more or leſs pride, anger, 
ſelf-will, a heart bent to back ſliding. And till 
they have gradually mortihed theſe, they are not 
fully We e in love. 

. But is not this the caſe of all that are 
juſtivied? Do they not gradually die to fin and 
row in grace, till at, or perhaps a little before 


death, God perſccts them. i in love? 
1 


1 


1 
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A. I believe this is the caſe of moſt, but not all, 

God ulually gives a conſiderable time for men 
to receive light, to grow in grace, to do and ſuffer 
his will beſure they are either juſtihed or ſanctified. 
But he does not invariably adhere to this, Somes 
times he cuts ſhort his work, He does the work of 
many years in a few weeks: perhaps in a week, a 
day, an hour, IIe juſtrhes or ſanctifies both thoie 
who have done or ſuffered nothing, and who have 
not had time lor a gradual growth either in lizht or 
grace. And may he not do what he wil! with has 
own I thine eye evil, becauſe he is good? 

It nced not therefore be athrmed over and over, 
and proved by forty texts of ſcripture, either that 
molt men are perfected in love at laſt, that there 
is a gradual work of God in the foul; or that, ge- 
neraliy peak ing, it is a long time, even many years, 
before fin is deſtioyed. All this we know, But 
we know likewile, that God may, with man's good 
leave, cut ſhort his work, in Whatever degree he 
pleaſes, and do the ulual work of many years in a 
moment, He dues ſo, in many inſtances, And 
yet there is a gradual work, both Zfore and after 
that moment, So that one may affim, the work 
is gradual, another, it is znjlantaneoas, without any 
manner of contredittion, 

O. 26. Does St. Paul mean any more by bein 
fealed with the Spirit, than being renewed in love? 

A. Perhaps in one place, 2 Cor. 1. 22, he aoes 
not mean ſo much, But in another, Eph, i. 19, he 
ſeems o include both the fruit and the witneſs ; 
and that in a higher degree than we experience, 
even, when we are fir{t renewed in love, God fealeth 
us with the Spirit of promiſe, by giving us the full 
aſſurance of hope ; tuch a conkdence of receivin 
all the promiles of God, as excludes the poſſibility 
of doubting: with that Holy Spirit, by un iverlal 
holineſs, ſtamping the whole image of God on our 
hea'ts, 

Q. 27. But how can thoſe who are thus ſcaled, 
grieve the Holy Spirit of Los ? 
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1. St, Paul tells you very particularly, 1. By 
ſuch converſation as is not profitable, not to the 
uſe of edifying, not apt to miniſter grace to the 
hearers; 2. By relapſing into bitterneſs or want of 
kindneſs; g. By wrath, laſting diſpleaſure, or want 
of tender-heartedneſs; 4. By anger, however ſoon 
it is over, want of inſtantly forgiving one another; 
5. By clamour or brawling, loud, harſh, rough 
ſpeaking; 6. By evil-ſpeaking, whiſpering, tale- 
bearing; needleſsly mentioning the fault of an ab- 
ſent perſon, though in ever ſo loft a manner, 

. 28, What do you think of thoſe in London, 
who ſcem to have been lately renewed in love? 

A. There is ſomething very peculiar in the expe- 
rience of the greateſt part of them, One would 
expett, that a believer ſhould firſt be filled with 
love, and thereby emptied of fin: whereas theſe 
were emptied of fin fiſt, and then filled with love, 
Perhaps it pleaſed God to work in this manner, to 
make his work more plain and undeniable: and 
to diſtinguith it more clearly from that overflow- 
ing love, which is often felt even in a jullified 
Tate. 

It ſeems likewiſe moſt agreeable to the great 
promiſe, Ezek. xxxvi. 23, 26, From all your fil- 
thineſs I wil! cleanſe you ; a new heart alſo will I give 
vou, and a new ſpirit wiil I put within you. 

But I do not think of them all alike: there is a 
wide difference between ſome of them and others, 
I think molt of them with whom I have ſpoken, 
have much faith, love, joy, and peace. Some of 
theſe I believe are renewed in love, and have the 
diref? witneſs of it: and they manifeſt the fruit 
above deicribed, in all their words and actions. 
Now let any man call this what he will, lt is 
what I call Perfection. 

But ſome who have much love, peace, and joy, 
yet have not the direct witneſs, And others who 
think they have, are nevertheleſs manifeſtly want- 
ing in the fruit, How many I will not ſay: per- 
haps one in ten, perhaps more or fewer, But 

ſome 
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ſome are undeniably wanting, in long ſuſſering, 
chriſtian reſignation, They do not lee the hand 
of God in whatever occurs, and cheerfully em- 
brace ii. They do not in every thing give thanks, 
and rejoice evermore. They are not happy: at 
leaſt not always happy. For ſometimes they con- 
plain, They lay, + This or that is Hard /”? 

Some are wanting in ger:tleneſs. They refit 
evil, inſtead of turning the other cheek, They 
do not receive repro2ch with gentienels; no, nor 
even reproof. Nay, they are not able to bear con- 
tradiction, without the appearance, at leaſt, ot re- 
lentment. If they ate reproved, or contradicterl, 
though mildlv, they do not take it well, Iney 
behave with more d:itarice and reſerve than they 
did before, If they are reproved or contracaitted 
harſhly ; they anſwer it with harſhneſs; with a 
loud voice, or with an angry tone, or in a {harp 
and ſurly manner, They {peak ſharply or roughly, 
when they reprove others, and behave roughly to 
their inſeriors. 

Some are wanting in goodneſs, They are not 
kind, mild, ſweet, amiable, foft, and loving at all 
times, in their ſpirit, in their words, in their look 
and air, in the whole tenor of their behaviour; 
and that to all, high and low, rich and poor, with- 
out reſpect of perſons: particularly to them that 
are out of the wav, to Oppoſers, and to thoſe of 
their own houſhold, They do not long, ſtudy, en- 
deavour by every means, to make all about them 
happy. They can ſee them uneaſy, and not be 
concerned: perhaps they make them ſo; and then 
wipe their mouths and ſay, © Why, they deſerve 
it: it is their own fault,” | 

Some are wanting in fidelity, a nice regard to 
truth, ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity. Their love 
is hardly without diſimulation ; ſomething like guile 
is found in their mouth. To avoid roughnels, 
they lean to the other extreme, They are ſmooth 
to an exceſs, ſo as ſcarce to avoid a degree of 
fawning, or of ſeeming to mean what they do not. 

x 2 Some 
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Some are wanting in meekne/s, quietneſs of ſpy- 
rit, compoſure, evenneſs of temper. They are 
up and down, ſometimes high, ſometimes low: 
their mind is not well balanced. Their affettions 
are either not in due proportion; they have 100 
much of one, too little of another; or they ate 
not duly mixed ard tempered together, {o us to 
counterboiſe each other. Hence theie is often a 
Jar, Their ſoul is out of _ and cannot make 
the true harmony, 

Some are wanting in temperance. They do not 
iteadily uſe that kind and degree of food, which 
they know, or -might know, would moſt conduce 
to the health, ſtrength, and vigour of the body. 
Or they are not temperate in ſleep: they do not 
rigorouſly adhere to what is beſt both for body and 
mind. Otherwiſe they would coaſtantly go to 
bed and rile early, and ata fixt hour, Or they 
ſup late, which is neither good for body, nor ſoul. 
Or they uſe neither failing nor a ſtinence. Or they 
prefer l is ſo many ſorts of intemperance) 
that preaching, reading, or converſation, Which 
gives them tranſient joy and comfort, before that 
which brings godly ſorrow, o. inſtruflion in Th 
teoufneſs, Such joy is not ſanQified: it does not 
tend to and terminate in the crucihxion of the 
heart, Such faith doth not centre in God, but 
rather in itſelf. 

So far all is plain, I believe you have faith, and 
love, and joy, and peace, You who are particu 
lar rly concerned, know each for yourſelf, that you 
are wanting in the reſpett above: mentioned, 
You are wanting either in long-fuſfering, gentle- 
neſs or goodneſs; either in fidelity, meeknels or 
temperarce. Let us not then, on either hand, 
fight about words, In the thing we clearly agree, 

"You have not what I call perfection. If others 
will call it ſo, they may, However hold faſt 
what you have, and carneſtiy pray for what you 
have not, 

Q. 29, Can thoſe who are perfect grow in grace? 
A, Undoubtedly 


TH - 

A. Undoubtedly they can, And that not ons 

WAY they are in the body, but to all eternity, 
30. Can they fall ſrom it? 

4 I am well aſſured they can, Matter of fact. 
puts this beyond dilpute, Formerly we NA 
one ſaved from ſin could not fall. Now, we know 
the contrary, We are ſurrounded with % woah 
of thoſe, who lately experienced all that I mean 
by perfettion, They had both the fruit of the ſpi- 
rit and the witneſs, But they have now loſt both. 
Neither does any one ſand, by virtue of any thing 
that is implied in the nature of the ſtate. There 
is no ſuch Herg/it or ferengeh of holineſs, as it is im- 
poſſible to fell from. It there be any that cannot 
fall, this wholly depends on the promiſe and fach- 
fulnels of God, 

2. 31. Can thoſe who fall from this ſtate re- 
cover it p 

A. Why not? We have many inſtances of this 
alſo, Nay, it is an exceeding common thing, for 
perſons to loſe it more than once, before they are 
eſtabliſhed therein, 

It is therefore to guard them who are ſaved from 
in, from every occaſion of ſtumbling, that I give 
the following advices, But firit 1 ſhall (peak 

lainly concerning the work itſelf. 

I eſteem this late work to be of God: probably, 
the greateſt now upon ea rth. Yet like all others, 
this alſo is mixed with much human frailty, Battheſs 
weakneſſes are far leſs than might have been ex- 
petted ; ; and ought to have been jovfully borne by 
all that loved and followed after righteouſneſs, 
That there have been a few weak, warm-headed 
men, 1s no reproach to the work ittelf, no juſt 
ground for accuſing a multitude of fober-minded 
men, who are patterns of ſtric holineſs, Yet 
(juſt contrary to what ought to have been) the op- 
polition 1s great ; the helps few. Hereby many are 
hindered from ſeeking faith and holinels by the 
falſe zeal of others: and ſome who at firſt began 
to run well, are turned out of the way, 
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O. 32. What is the firſt advice that you would 
give them ? | | 

A. Watch and pray continually againſt pride; 
If God has caſt it out, ſee that it enter no more : 
it is fall as dangerous as deſire, And you may 
ſlide back into it unawares: eſpecially if you think 
there is no danger of it, “ Nay, but I aſcribe «ll 
I have to God, So you may, and be pioud never- 
theleſs, For it is pride, not only to aſcribe any 
thing we have o ourſelves, but to think we have 
what we really have not, Mr, J — for inſtance, 
aſcribed all the light he had to God, and ſo far he 
was humble. But then he thought he had more 
Iight than any man living. And this was palpable 
pride. So you aſcribe all the knowledge you have 
to God; and in this reſpect you are humble, But 
if you think you have more than you really have: 
or if you think you are io taught of God, as ng 
longer to nced man's tezching, pride heth at the 
door. Yes, you have need to be taught, not only 
by Mr. Aſ/——7, by one another, by Mr, M——d, 


or me, but by the weakelit Preacher in London + 


yea, by all men, For God {endeth by whom he 
will fend, 

Do not therefore ſay to any who would adviſe 
or reprove you, © You are blind: you cannot teach 
me.” Do not ſay, This is your wifdom, your car- 
nal reaſon : but calmly weigh the thing before 
God. 

Always remember, much grace does not imply 
much light. Theſe do not always go together, 
As there may be much light, where there lis little 
love, ſo there may be much love, where there is 
little light. The heart has more heat than the 
eye; yet it cannot ſee. And God has wiſely 
tempered the members of the body together, that 
none may ſay to another, „I have no need of 
thee,” 

To imagine none can teach you, but thoſe who 
are themſelves ſaved from fin, is a very great and 
dangerous miſtake, Give not place to it for a 
moment, 
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| moment. It would lead you into a thouſand other 
miſtakes, and that iriecoverably. No: Domzntox 
is not founded in grace, as the madmen of the laſt 
age talked, Obey and regard them that are over 
you in the Lord, and do not think, you know better 
than them. Know their place, and your own ; 
always remembering, much love does not imply 
much light. 
The not obſerving this has led ſome into man; 
miſtakes, and into the appearance, at leaſt, of pride, 
O beware of the appearance, and the thing, Let 
) there be in you that lowly mind, uftch was in Chrift 
P And ée ye likewile cloathed with humility, 
et it not only fill, but cover you «ll over, Let 
modeſtly and ſelf-difüdence appear in all your 
words and actions. Let all you ſpeak and do ſhew, 
| that you are little, and bale, and mean, and vile 
| in your Own eyes. 

As one inſtance of this, be always ready to own 
any ſault you have been in, If you have at any 
time thought, ſpoke, or atted wrong, be not back- 
ward to acknowledge it, Never dream that this 
will hurt the caule of God: no, it will further it, 
Be therefore open and frank, when you are taxed 
with any thing: do not ſcek either to evade or 
diſguiſe it. But let it appear jult as it is, and you 
will thereby not hinder, but acorn the goſpel, 

Q. 33. What is the ſecond advice, which you 
would give them? 

A. Beware of that daughter of pride, enthuſiaſm! 
O keep at the utmoſt diſtance from it: give no 
place to an heated imagination. Do not haſtily 
aſcribe things to God, Do not eaſily ſuppoſe 
dreams, Voices, imprelhons, viſions, or revela- 
S tions to be from God. They may be from him, 
| They may be from neture, They may be from the 
| devil, Therefore belzeve not every ſpirit, but try the 

ſpirits whether they be of God, Ty all things by 
the written word, and let all bow cown before 
it. You are in danger of enthuſiaſm every hour, 
0 if you depart ever ſo liule from ſcripture: yea, er 


from 
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From the plain literal meaning of any text, taken 
in connection with the context, And fo you are, 
if you deſpiſe or lightly eſteem reaſon, knowledge, 
or human learning: every one of which is an 
excellent gilt of Gud, and may ſerve the nobleſt 
purpoſes, 

I advile you, never to uſe the words, w:i/dom, 
reaſon, or knowledge, by way of reproach. On the 
contrary, pray that you yourlelf may abound in 
them more and more, If you mean worldly wiſ. 
dom, uſeleſs knowledge, falfe reaſoning ; lay ſo: 
and throw away the chaft, but not the wheat, 

One general inlent to enthuſiaſm is, expecting 
the end without. the means; the expecting knows. 
ledge, ſor initance, without ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures, and conlulting the children of God: the 
expecting ſpiritual firength without conſtant prayer, 
and ſteady watchfulneſs: the expecting any blel- 
ſing without hearing the word of God at every 
opportunity, 

Some have been ignorant of this device of Sa- 
tan. They have left off ſearching the ſcriptures. 
They ſaid, God writes all the ſcripture on my 
heart. Therefore I have no need to read it,” 
Others thought, they had not ſo much need of 
hearing, and lo grew lack in attending the morn- 
ing preaching, O take warning, you who are 
concerned herein. You have liſtened to the voice 
of a ſtranger. Fly back to Chriſt, and keep in the 
good old way, which was once delivered to the 
faints e the way that even a heathen bore teſti. 
mony of, + That the Chriſtians roſe early every 
day to ſing hymns to Chriſt as God,” 

The very deſire of growing in grace may ſome-— 
times be an inlet of enthuſtialm. As it continually 
leads us to feek new grace, it may lead us unawates, 
to ſeek ſomething eiſe new, beſide new degrees of 

love to God and man, So it has led ſome to ſeek 
and fancy they had received gifts of a new king, 
after a new heart, as 2. The loving God with all 
our mind, 2, With all our foul, 3. With all our 


ſtrength, 
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ürength. 3. Oneneſs with Cod, z. Oneneſs with 
Chriſt, 6. Having our life hid with Chriſt in God, 
7. Being dead with Chriſt, 8. Rifing with him, g. 
The ſitting with him in beavenly places, o. The 
being taken up into his throne, 11 The being in 
the new Jeruſalem, 12. The ſeeing the tabernacie 
of God come down among men, 13. Ihe being 
dead to all works. ig. lhe.nor being liable to 
death, pain, or grief, or temptation, 

One ground of many of thele miſtakes ie, the 
taking every treiſh, {lrong application uf any of 
theie {criptures ty the heart, to be a gi of a new 
eind not knowing that leveral uf t-cle criptures 
are not fuiltilled yet; that moſt of the others aie 
tulfilled when we are juſtified; the refit, the mas 
ment we are lanctihed. It remains only, to ex- 
perience them in higher degrees. Ils is all WE 
have to expect, 

Another giound of theſe, and a thouſand miſ— 
takes is, the nat conſidering deeply, that love iS 
the higheſt gilt of God, humble, gentle, patient 
love: that all viſions. revelations, muniteltations 
whatever, are little things Compared to love: ard 
that all the gilts above-men.1oned are either the 
lame with, or infinitely inferior ton. 

It were well you {hould be thorvughly ſenſible 
of this; the heaven of heavens is love, There is 
nothing higher in religion; there is, in eitett, no- 
thing elſe; if you look tor any 11:ing but more oe, 
you are locking wide of the mark, you are getting 
out of the royal way. And when you are aſking 
others, have you received this or that bleſſing? It 
you mean any thing but more love, you mean wrongs 
you are leading them out of the wav, and putting 
them upon a falle ſcent, Settle it then in your 
heart; that from the moment God has ſaved you 
from all fin. you are to am at nothing more, but 
more of that love deſcribed in the thutcenth of 
th: Corinthians. You can go no higher than this, 
till you are carried into Abraham's bolom, 
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I ſay yet again, beware of eathuſaſin. Such is, 
the imagining you have the gift of propheſying. or 
of difcerning of ſpirits, which I do not believe one 
of you has; no, nor ever had yet. Beware of 
Judging people to be either right or wrong, by 


your own feelings, This is no ſcriptural way of 


judging, () keep cloſe to the law ana the teſtimony! 

Q. 34. What is the third ? 

A, Beware of Aulinomianihu, making void the 
law, or any part of it through faith, Enthutialm 
naturally leads to this: indeed they can ſcarce be 
icparated. This may ſteal upon you in a thouſand 
forms, fo that you cannot be too watchful againſt 
it. Take heed of every thing, whether in prin— 
ciple or practice, which has any tendency thereto, 
Even that great truth, that Chriſt is the end of the 
lam, may betray us into it, if we do no! conſider, 
that he has adopted every point of the moral law, 
and grafted into it the law of love, Beware of 
thinking. Becauſe I am filled with love, I need 
not have /o much holineſs. Becauſe I pray always, 
therefore 1 necd no ſet time for private prayer: be- 
caule I watch always. therefore 1 need no paiti- 
cular ſelf-.examination.” Let us magnify the law, 
the whole written word, and make it honourable, 
Let this be our voice, I prize thy commandments 
above gold or precious ſtones. O what love have I unto 
thy law. All the day long is my ſtudy in it! Beware 
of Antinomian books : particularly the works of 
Dr. Crifþ and Mr, Saltmarſh. They contain many 
excellent things. And this makes them the more 
dangerous, O be warned in time! Do not play 
with fire: do not put your hand on the hole of a 
cockatrice den! I intreat you, beware of B:gotry. 
Let not your love or beneficence be confined, to 
Methodifts (ſo called) only: much lels to that very 
ſmall part of them, who ſeem to be renewed: in 
love: or to thoſe who believe your's and their re- 
port: O make not this your Shibboleth, Beware 
of illneſs: ceaſing, in a wrong ſenſe, from your 
own works, To mention one inſtance out of * 
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& You have received, ſays one, a great bleſſing, 
But vou began to talk of it, and to do this and that, 
So you loſt it. You ſhould have been #441.” 

Beware of felf-indufgence : yea, and making a 
virtue of it. laughing at felf denial, and taking up 
the croſs daily, at falting or abſtinence. Beware of 
cenforiouſneſs ; thinking or calling them that an 
ways oppole you, whether in judgment or practice, 
blind, dead, fallen. or“ enemies to the work,” 
Once more, beware of Soliſidianiſme crying no- 
thing but “ believe, believe :”” and condemning 
thole as ignorant or legal, who ſpeak in a more 
ſcriptural way. At certain ſeaſons indeed, it may 
be right to treat of nothing but repentance, or 
merely of faith, or altogether of holineſs : but in 
general our call is, to declare the whole counſel 
of God, and to propheſy according to the analogy 
of faith, The written word treats of the whole, 
and every particular branch of righteoulneſs, dee 
ſcending to its minuteſt branches, as to be ſober, 
courteous, diligent, patient, to honour all men, 
So likewile the Holy Spirit works the ſame in our 
hearts, not merely creating deſires after holineſs 
in general, but ſtrongly inclining us to every par— 
ticular grace, leading us to every individual part 
of whatſoever is lovely. And this with the greateſt 
propriety : for as by works faith is made perfect, lo 
the compleating or deſtroying the work of faith, 
and enjoying the favour, or luffering the diſpleaſure 
of God, greatly depends on every ſingle att of 
obedience or diſobedience, 

O. 35. What is the fourth? 

A. Beware of jins of omifton + loſe no oppor- 
tunity of doing good in any kind, Be zealous of 
good works: willingly omit no work, either of 
piety or mercy. Do all the good you pollioly can 
to the bodies and fouls of men. Particularly, thou 
fhalt in any wiſe reprove thy neighbour, and not ſuffer 


fin upon him. Be active, Give no place to indo- 


lence or ſloth: give no occaſion to ſay, “ Ye are 
idle, ye are idle,” Many will fay ſo ſtill; but let 
your 
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your whole ſpirit and behaviour refute the ſlander, 
Be always emploved: loſe no ſhred of time: ga- 
ther up the fragmen's, that none be loft. And 
whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might. Be flow to fprak, and wary in ipeaking, 
In a kt of words there wanteth not n. Do 
not tak much: neither long ata time. Few can 
converſe profitably above an hour. Keep at the 
utmo{t diſtance from pious chit-chat, from religious 
oſñping. 

0. 86. What is the fifth ? 

A. Beware of defur: 1,3 any thing but God. Now 

you deſire nuoth! ing elle,- Evety other deſire 
driven out: fee that none enter again, Keep thy- 
elf pure, let your eye remain fingle, and your ul 
body ſhall be full of light. Admit no defire 201 pleas 
ing food, or any other p! 1 of ſenſe: no de— 
Gre. of pleaſing the eye or the imagination, by any 
thing grand, or neu, beautiful: nodefireof money, 
of praiſe, or efteem ; of happineſs in any creature. 
You may bring thele defires back; but vou need 
no! ; you need fee! them no more, O ſtend falt 
in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free. 

Be patterns to all, of denying yourſelves, ard 
taking up your croſs daily, Let them lee that you 
make no account of any pleaſure which does not 
bring you nearer to God; nor regard any pain 
which does: that you imply aim at ple ing him, 
whether by doing or ſuffe ring: that the conſtant 
language of your heart, with regard to pleaſure or 
pain, honour or diſkonour, riches or poverty, is, 


All's alike to me, fo I 
In my Lord may live and die! 


O. 37. What is the ſixth ? 

A. Beware of /chi/m, of making a rent in the 
church of Chriſt, That inward difunion, the meme. 
bers ceaſing to have a reciprocal love one for aro- 
ther, (1 Cor. xii. 25.) is the very root of all con- 


tention, and every outward ſeparation, Beware 
of 
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ot every thing tending mereto. Beware of a di- 
viding ſpirit: ſhun whatever has 1: leaſt aſpect 
that way, Therefore ſay not, 1 a Paul or o 
Apollos ; the very thing which o:cthoned the 
ichiſm at Corinth, Say not, This is my preacher; 


the beſt preacher in England. Give mic mn, and 
take all the reſt.”* All this tends to breed or fo- 
ment diviſion, to diſunite thoſe whom God hath 
joined, Do not expel, or run down anv preacher, 
Do not exalt any one above the reſt, leſt you hurt 
both him and the cauſe of God. On the other 
hand do not bear hard upon any by reaſon of ſome 
incoherency or inaccuracy of expreſſion : no, nor 
for ſome miſtakes, were they really ſuch, 

Likewiſe if you would avoid {chiſm, obſerve 
every rule of the ſociety, and of the bands, for con- 
fcience ſake, Never omit meeting your claſs or 
band; never abſent yourſelf from any public meet. 
ing. Thele ate the very ſinews of our ſociety : 
and whatever weakens, or tends to weaken our 
regard tor theſe, or our exattneſs in -ttending 
them, ſtrikes at the very root of our community, 
As one ſaith, © That part of our economy, the 
private weekly meetings, for praver, examination, 
and particular exhortation, has been the gre teſt 
means of deepening and confirming every ble'ing, 
that was received by the word preached, a1d of 
diffuſing it to others, who could not attend the 
public miniſtry: whereas, wiihout this r-Itgious 
connexion and intercourſe, the moſt ardent at- 
tempts by mere preaching, have proved ot ng laſt. 
ing ule,” 

Suffer not one thought of ſeparating from your 
brethren, whether their 0711 ons agree with your's 
or not. Do not dream, , any mean fins, in not 
believing you, in not taking your worde or that this 
or that opinion, is eſſential to the work, and both 
muſt ſtand or fall together. Beware of impatience, 
of contradiction. Do not condemn or think -arcly 
ef thoſe, who cannot ſee juſt as you ſee, or who 
judge it their duty to contradict you, whether in 


H a great 
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a great thing or a ſmall. I fear ſome of us have 
thought hardly of others, merely becauſe they con» 
tradifted what we afhrmed, All this tends to di— 
viſion, And by every thing of this kind, we are 
teaching them an evil leſſon againſt ourſc] ves, 

O beware of touchineſs, or teſtineſs, not bear- 
ing to be ſpoken to: ſtarting at the leaſt word: ard 
flying from thole who do not implicity receive 
mine or another's ſavings! 

Expect contradidtion and oppoſition, together 
with croſſes of various kinds, Conſider the words 
of St. Paul, To you it ts given in the behalf of Chriſt, 
for his ſake, as a fruit of his death and intercels 
ſion for you, not only t» believe, but alſo to ſuffer for 
hts fake, Phil. i. 10. It ts given! God gives you 
this oppoſition or reproach : it is a freſh token of 
his love, And will you diſown the giver? Or 
ſpurn his gift, and count it a misfortune?" Will 
you not rather ſay, + Father, the hour is come, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be glorified, Now thou giveſt 
thy child to ſuffer ſomething for thee, Do with 
me according to thy will. Know that theſe things, 
far from being hinderances to the work of God, 
or to your ſoul, unleſs by your own fault, are not 
only unavoidable in the courſe of providence, but 
profitable, yea neceſſary for you. Therefore re- 
ceive them from Cod not from chance) with wil- 
lingneſs, with thankfulneſs. Receive them from 
men with humility, meekneſs, yieldingnels, gentle. 
neſs, ſweetneſs, Why ſhould not even your out- 
ward appearance and manner, be ſoft? Remember 
the character of Lady Cutts : © It was ſaid of the 
Roman Emperor, Titus, Never any} one came 
difpleaſed from him. But it might be ſaid of her, 
never any one went diſpleaſed to her, So ſecure 
were all. of the kind and favourable reception, 
which they would meet with from her,” 

Beware of tempting others to ſeparate from you? 
Give no offence which can poſſibly be avoided : 
ſee that your practice be in all things ſuitable to 
your profeſſion, adorning the docttine of God our 

Saviour. 
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Saviour. Be particularly careful in ſpeaking of 
vourſelf: you may not indeed deny the work of 
God: bu: ſpeak of it when you are called thereto, 
in the moſt inoffenſive manner poſſible. Avoid 
all magnificent, pompous words, Indeed you 
need give it no general name, Neither “ pertec- 
tion, ſanctification, the ſecond bleſſing, nor the 
having attained.” Rather ſpeak of the particulars, 
which God has wrought for you. You may lay, 
& At ſuch a time | felt a change which I am not 
able to expreſs. And ſince that time I have not 
felt pride, or felf-will, or anger, or unbelief: nor 
any thing but a fulneſs of love, to God and to all 
mankinil,” And ani{wer any other plain queſtion 
that is alked, with modeity and ſimplicity. 

And it any of you ſhould at any time fall from 
what you now are, if you ſhou!d again feel pride 
or unbelief, or any teinper from which you ate 
now delivered ; do not deny, do not hide, do not 
diſguiſe it at all, at the peril of your ſoul, At all 
events go to one in whom you can confide, and 
ſpeak juſt what you feel. God will enable him to 
fpe:k a word in ſeaſon, which ſhall be health to 
your ſoul. And ſurely he will again lift up your 
head, and cauſe the bones that have been broken 
to rejoice, 

D. 38. What is the laſt advice that you would 
give them ? 

A. Be exemplary in all things: particularly in 

outward things as in dre/s) in {tle things, in the 
laving out of your money, (avoiding every need- 
leſs expence) in deep, fieady ſeriouſneſs, and in 
the ſolidity and uſefulneſsof all your converſation, 
So ſhall you be a light ſuning in a dark place, So 
ſhall you daily grow in grace, till an entrance be mi- 
niſtered unto you abundantly into the everlaſting king» 
dom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Moſt of the preceding advices are ſtrongly en- 
forced in the following reflections; which I re- 
commend to your deep and frequent conſideration, 


Next to the holy ſcriptures, 
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1. The lea is an excellent figure of the fulneſs 
of God, and that of the bleſſed Spirit. For as the 
rivers all return into the ſea ; ſo the bodies, the 
fouls, and the good works of the righteous, re- 
turn into God, to live there in his eternal repoſe. 

Although all the graces of God depend on his 
mere bourity, yet is he pleaſed generally to attach 
them to the prayers, the inſtructions, and the ho— 
lingis of thoſe with whom we are, By ſtrong, 
though inviſible attractions he draws ſome ſouls 
through their intercourſe with others, 

The ſympathies formed by grace far ſurpaſs thoſe 
formed by nature, | 

The truly devout mew, that paſſions as naturally 
flow from true, as from falſe love, ſo deeply ſen— 
lible are they of the goods and evils of thoſe whom 
they love tor God's lake. But this can only be 
comprenended by thole who underſtand the lan- 
guage of love, 

l he bottom of the ſoul may be in repoſe, even 
Hiebe are in many outward troubles; juſt as 
the ottom of the fea is calm, while the ſurface 
is ftrongly agitated, 

L '.c veft heips to growth in grace are the ill uſage, 
the affronts, and the lolſes which befal us. We 
ſhould receive them with all thankfulnels, as pre- 
fereble to al! others, were it only on this account, 
that our will has no part therein. 

he readieſt way to eſcape from our ſufferings 
is, to be willing they ſhould endure as long as God 
Pleaſes. 

If we ſuffer perſecution and affliction in a right 
manner, V- attain a larger meaſure of conformity 
to Chriſt, by a due improvement of one of theſe 
occ hons, than we could have done merely by 
im: ing his mercy, in abundance ©! good works, 

One of the greateſt evidences of God's love to 
thoſe tit love him, is to ſend them afflictions 
with grace to bear them. | 

Even in the greateſt afflict ions, we ought to tel. 
tify to God, that in receiving them from his hand, 

we 
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we feel pleaſure in the midſt of the pain, from 
being afflicted by him who loves us, and whom 
we love. 

The readieſt way which God takes to draw a 
man to himlelf, is to afflict him in that he loves 
moſt, and with good reaſon : and to Caule this at» 
fliction to ariſe from ſome good action done with 
a ſingle eye: becaule nothing can more clearly 
ſhew him the emptineſs of what 1s moſt lovely 
and delirable in the world, 

2. rue reſgnation conſiſts in a thorough con- 
formr'y to the whole will of God; who wills and 
dues all {excepting fin) which comes to pals in the 
world, In order to this we have only to embrace: 
all events, good and bad, as his will, 

In the greate(t afflictions which can befal the 
zuſt, either from heaven or earth, they remain im- 
moveable in peace, and perfectly ſubmiſſive to- 
God, by an inward, loving regaid to him, uniting, 
in one all the powers of their ſouls, 

We ought quietly to ſuffer whatever befals us, 
to bear the defects of others, and our own, to con- 
feſs them to God in ſecret prayer, or with groans: 
which cannot be uttered : but never to ſpeak a 
ſharp or peeviſh word, nor to murmur or repine, 

But thoroughly willing, that God ſhould treat 
you in the manner that pleaſes him, We are his 
ambs, and therefore ought to be ready to ſuffer, 
even to the death, without complaining, 

We are to bear with thoſe we cannot amend,. 
and to be content with offering them to God. This: 
is true refignation, And fince he has borne 
our infirmities, we may well bear thoſe of: each: 
other for his ſake. 

To abandon all, to ſtrip one's-ſelf of all, in or- 
der to ſeek and to follow Jeſus Chriſt, naked to 
Bethlehem, where he was born; naked to the hall 
where he was ſcourged.; and. naked at Calvary, 
where he died on the croſs, is ſo great a mercy, 
that neither the thing, nor the knowledge of it is 
given to any, but through: faith in the Son of God. 

1 3+ There 
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3. There is no love of God without patience, 
and no patience without lowline/s and ſweetneſs of 
{pirit, 

Humi'tty and patience are the ſureſt proofs of 
the increale of love, 

tiumility alone unites patience with love, with 
out which it is impoſſible to draw profit from fuf- 
tering; or iniiced to avoid complaint, eſpecially 
when we thirk we have given no occaton for 
what men make us ſuffer, 

True humility is a kind of ſelf-annthilation ; 
and tjiis is the centre of all virtues. 

A foul returned to God, ought 'o be attentive 
to every thing which is ſaid to him, on the head 
of f{ulvation, with a d-fire to profit thereby, 

Ot the lins which God has pardoned, let no— 
thing remain but a deeper humility in the heart, 
and a itricter regulation in our words, in Our aC- 
2101S, and in ou. tuffe sings. 

4. The beuug men, and ſuffering evils in meek» 
ne /s and tilence, is the ſum of a Chriſtian life. 

Gud is the firſt o jet of our love: its next office 
is, to bear the defects of others. And we ſhould 
begin the practice of this amid ſt our own houlthoid, 

We ſhould chiefly exercile our love, towards 
them who :aoft ſhock, either our way of thinking, 
or Our temper, or our knowledge, or the deſire we 
have that others ſhould be as virtuous, as we wiſh 
to be outlelves, 

5. God hardly gives his Spirit even to thoſe 
whom he has eſtabliſhed in grace, if they do not 
pray tor it on all occaſions, not only once, but 
many t mes. 

Cd does nothing but in anſwer to prayer; and 
ever. bey M have been converted to Gud, with- 
out praying fur it themſelves which is exceeding 
1are werenot withoutthe prayers of others. Every 
new vittiory which a foul gains, is the effect of a 
new prayer, 

On every occaſion of uneaſineſs, we ſhould re- 
tire to prayer, that we may give place to the * 
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and light of God, and then form our reſolutions, 
without being in any pain about what ſucceis they 
may have. 

In the greateſt temptations, a ſingle Jook to 
Chriſt, arid the barely pronuuncing his name, fuf— 
fices to overcome the wick-d one, ſo it be done 
with confidence and calmnels of ſpirit. 

God's command, topray without ceajeny, is founded 
on the neceſſity we have of his grace, to prelerve 
the life of God in the ſoul, which can no more 
ſubſiſt one moment without it, than the body can 
without air, 

Whether we think of or ſpeak to God, whether 
we at or ſuffer for him, all 1s prayer, when ve 
have no other object than his love, and the deſire 
of pleaſing him, 

All that a Chriſtian does, even in eating and 
ſleeping is prayer, when it is done in ſimplicity, 
according to the order of God, without either ad- 
ding to, or diminiſhing from it by his own choice, 

Prayer continues in the deſire of the heart, tho? 
the underſtanding be employed on outward things, 

In ſouls filled with love, the deſire to pleale 
God is a continual prayer, 

As the furious hate which the devil bears us, is 
termed the roaring of the lion, ſo our vehement 
love may be termed, crying after God, 

God only requires of his adult children, that 
their hearts be truly purified, and that they offer 
him continually the wiſhes and vows, that na- 
turally ſpring from perſect love. For theſe deſires 
being the genuine fruits of love, are the moſt per- 
fect prayeis that can ſpring from it. | 

6. It is ſcarce conceivable how ſtraight the way 


is, wherein God leads them that follow him: and 


how dependent on him we mult be, unleſs we are 
wanting in our faithfulneſs to him. 

It is hardly credible of how great conſequence 
before God, the ſmalleſt things are; and what great 
inconveniencies ſometimes follow thoſe, which ap- 
Pear to be light faults, 

As 
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As a very little duſt will diſorder a clock, and 

the leaſt ſand will obſcure our fight, fo the leaſt 
rain of fin, which is upon the heart, will hinder 
its right motion towards Ged. 

We ought to be in the church as the ſaints are 
in heaven, and in the houſe as the holieſt men are 
in the church: doing our work in the houſe as we 
pray in the church, worſhipping God from the 
ground of the heart. 

We ſhould be cor:tinually labouring to cut off all 
the uſeleſs things that furround us. And God 
uſually retrenches the ſuperfluities of our ſouls, in 
the ſame proportion as we do thoſe of our bodies, 

The beſt means of reſiſting the devil is, to de- 
ſtroy whatevercf the world remains in us, in order 
to raiſe for God upon its ruins, a building all of 
love. Then ſhall we begin in this fleeting tite, to 
love God as we ſhall love him in eternity, 

We ſcarce conceive, how ealy it is to rob God 
of his due, in our friendſhip with the molt vi- 
tuous perſons, until they are torn from us by death, 
But if this loſs produce, laſting ſorrow, that is a 
clear proof, that we had before two trealures, be- 
tween which we divided our heart, 

7. If after having renounced all, we do not watch 
inceſſantly, and beſeech God to accompany our 
vigilance with his, we ſhall be again entangled and 
overcome. 

As the moſt dangerous winds may enter at little 
openings, ſo the devil never enters more dange- 
roully, than by little unoblerved incidents, which 
ſeem to be nothing, yet inſenſibly open the heart 
to great temptations, 

It is good to renew ourſelves from time to time, 
by cloſely examining the (tate of our ſouls, as if we 
had never done it before. For nothing tends more 
to the ſull aſſurance of faith, than to keep our- 


ſelves by this means in humility, and the exerciſe 


of all good works. 


To continual watchfulneſs and prayer, ought to 
be added continual employment, For grace fills a 


vacuum 
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to find God upon his holy mountain, 
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vacuum as well as nature, and the devil fills whats 
ever God does not fill. 

There is no faithfulneſs like that, which ought 
to be between a guide of ſouls, and the perſon di- 
rected by him, They ought continually to regard 
each other, in God, and cloſely to examine them- 
ſelves, whether all their thoughts are pure, and all 
their words ditected with Chriſtian diſcretion, 
O.her affairs are only the things of men; but thele 
are peculiarly the things of God, 

8. The words of St. Paul, No man can call Jeſus, 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, ſhew us the neceluty 
of eyeing God in our good works, and even in our 
minuteſt thoughts; knowing that none are pleaſing 
to him, but thole which he forms in us and with 
us. From hence we learn, that we cannot lerve 
him, unleſs he uſe our tongue, hands, and hear!, 


to do by himſelf and his Spirit whatever he would 


have us to do, 

If we were not utterly impotent, our good works 
would be our own property : whereas row they 
belong wholly to God, becauſe they proceed from 
him and his grace; while railing our works, and 
making them all divine, he honours himſelf in us 
through them. 

One of the principal rules of religion is, To 
loſe no occallon of ſerving God, And ſince he is 
inviſible to our eyes, we are to ſerve him in our 
neighbour; which he receives as if done to him- 
{elf in perſon, ſtanding viſibly before us. 

God does not love men that are inconſtant, nor 
good works that are intermitted. Nothing is plea- 
fing to him, hat what has a reſemblance of his own 
im mutabili v. 

A conſtant attention to the work, which God 
entruſts us with, is a mark of ſolid piety, 

Love faſts when it can, and as much as it can, 
It leads to all the ordinances of God, and employs 
itſelf in all the outwards works, whereof it is ca- 
pable. It flies as it were, like Elijal over the plain, 


God 
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God is ſo gre?! chat he communicates greatne!s 
to the leaſt thing that is done ſor his ſervice, : 

Happy are they who are ſick ; yea or loſe their 
life for having done a good work, 

God frequently conceals the part which nis 
children have in the convetſion of other ſos. 
Yet one may boldly ſay, that perſons who long 
groan before him for the converſion of ano her, 
whenever that ſoul is converted to God, is one of 
the chief cauſes of it, 

Charity cannot be praRifed right, unleſs, rſt, 
we ex”"rcile it the moment God gives the occalion ; 
and ſecondly, retire the inſtant after, to otter 1t to 
God by humble thankſgiving. And this tor three 
reaſons, 1{t, To render hin what we have received 
from him : the 2d. To avoid the dangerous teimp- 
tation, Which {prings from the very goocinels of 
theſe works; and the gd. To unite ourlelves to 
God, in whom the ſoul expands itſelf in prayer, 
with all the graces we have received, and the good 
works we have done, to draw from him new 
ſtrength againſt the bad effects which thele very 
works may produce in us, if we do not make ule 
of the antidotes, which God has ordained againſt 
theſe poiſons, The true means to be filled anew 
with the riches of grace is thus to ſtrip ourleives 
of it: and without this. it is extremely difficult, 
not to grow faint in the practice of good works. 

Good works do not receive their laſt perfection, 
till they, as it were, loſe themlelves in God. This 
is a kind of death to them, reſembling that of our 
bodies, which will not attain their higheſt life, 
their immortality, till they loſe themſelves in the 
glory of our ſouls, or rather of God, wherewith 
they ſhall be filled, And it is only what they had 
of earthly and moral, which good works loſe by 
this fpiritual death. 

Fire is the ſymbol of love : and the love of God 
is the principle and the end of all our good works, 
But truth ſurpaſſes figure, and the fire of divine 
love has this advantage over material fire, that it 

can 
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can re-aſcend to its ſource, and raiſe thither with 
it, all the good works which it produces, And 
by this means it prevents their being corrupted by 
pride, vanity, or any evil mixture, But this can» 
not be done vtherwile than by making theſe good 
works in a [piritual manner die in God, by a deep 
g'atitude, which plunges the ſoul in him as in an 
abyſs, with all that it is, and all the grace and 
works for which it is indebted to him: a gratitude, 
whereby the ſoul ſeems to empty itlelf of them, 
that they may return to their ſource, as rivers ſeem 
willing to empty themſelves, when they pour 
themlelves with all their waters into the lea, 

When we have received any favour from God, 
we ou ht to retire, if not into our cloſets, into our 
hearts, arid ſav, © I come, Lord, to reſtore to thee 
what thou halt given, and I freely rehnquiſh it, to 
enter again into my own nothingneſs. For what 

is the molt perſett creature in heaven or earth in 
thy preſence, but a void capable of being filled 
with thee and by thee, as the air which is void and 
dark, is capable of being filled with the light of 
the ſun, who withdraws tt every Gay to reſtore it 
the next, there being nothing in the air that either 
appropriates this light, or reſiſts it. O give me 
the ſame facility of receiving and reitoring thy 
grace and good works! I ſay thine : for I acknows 
ledge the root from which they ſpring, is in thee, 
and not in me,” 

26, In the year 1764, upon a review of the 
whole ſubject, I wrote down the lum of what I 
had obſerved, in the following ſhort propoſitions, 

* 1, There is ſuch a ting as perfection; for it 
is again an again mentioned in f{cripture, 

2. It is ro! ſo early as juſtification; for juſtified 
perſons are to go on to herfection, Heb, vi. 1. 

3. It is not lo late as death; for St. Paul {peaks 
of living men that were perfect, Phil. iii. 15, 

4. It 1s not abſolute, Ablolute perſection be- 
longs not to man: nor to angels; but to God 


alone, — 
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5. It does not make a man i»fallible : none is in- 
fallible, while he remains in the body, 

6. Is it fanleſs? It is not worth while to con- 
tend fora term. It is ſalvation from fin. 

7. It is perfect love, 1 John iv, 18. This is the 
eee of it: its properties, or inſeparable fruits, 
are rejoicing evermore, praying without ceaſing, and 
in every thing giving thanks, 1 Thef, v. 6, &c. 

8. It is improveable. It is ſo far from lying in an 
indivifible point, from being incapable of increale, 
that one perfetted in love may grow in grace far 
ſwifter, than he did before, 

9. It is amiſibie, capable of being loſt; of which 
we have numerous inſtances. But we were not 
thoroughly convinced of this, til: five or fix years 
ago. 

5 10. It is conſtantly both preceded and followed 
by a gradual work, 

11. But is it in itſelf inſtantaneous, or not? In 
examining this, let us go on ſtep by ſtep, 

An inſtantaneous change has been wrought in 
ſome believers: none can deny this, 

Since that change, they enjoy perfect love. They 
rejoice evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in 
every thing give thanks, Now this is all that I 
mean by perfection. Therefore theſe are witneſſes 
of the perfection, which I preach, 

« But in ſome this change was not inſtantaneous,” 
They did not perceive the inſtant, when it was 
wrought, It is often difficult to perceive the in- 
ſtant, when a man dies. Yet there is an inſtant, 
in which life ceaſes. And if even fin ceales, 
there muſt be a laſt moment of its exiſtence, and 
a firſt moment of our deliverance from it, 

« But if they have this love now, they will loſe 
it,” They may; but they need not. And whether 
they do or no, they have it now ; they now ex- 

erience what we teach, They now are all love, 
They now rejoice. pray, and praiſe without ceafing, 

« However, fin is only ſuſpended in them; it is 
not deſtreyed. Call it which you pleaſe, They 

ares 
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are all love to day: and they take no thought for 
the morrow, 

% But this doctrine has been much abuſed,” So 
has that of juſtification by faith, But that is no 
reaſon for giving up, either this or any other ſcrip- 
tural dottrine! When you waſh your child, as 
one ſpeaks, © throw away the water, but do not 
throw away the child,” 

„% But thoſe who think they are ſaved from fin, 
ſay, they have no need of the merits of Chriſt.” 
They lay juſt the contrary. Their language is, 


Ev'ry moment, Lord, I want 
The metit of thy death ! 


They never before had ſo deep, ſo unſpeakable 
a conviction of the need of Chriſt in all his of- 
fices, as they have now. 

Therefore all our Preachers ſhould make a point, 
of preaching perfection to believers conſtantly, 
itrongly, and explicity, 

And all believers ſhould mind this one thing, and 
continually agonize for it. 

27. I have now done what I propoſed, I have 
given a plain and {imple account of the manner, 
n firſt received the doctrine of perfection, 
and the ſenſe wherein I received, and wherein 1 
do receive and teach it to this day, I have de- 
clared the whole, and every part of what I mean 
by that ſcriptural expreſhon, I have drawn the 
picture of if at full length, without either diſguiſe 
or covering. And I would now aſk any impartiat 
perſon, What is there ſo frightful therein? Whence 
1s all this outcry, which, for theſe twenty years 
and upwards, has been made throughout the king— 
dom; as if all Chriſtianity were deſtroyed, and all 
religion torn up by the roots? Why is it, that the 
very name of Perfection has been caſt gut of the 
mouths of Chriſtians; yea, exploded and abhor- 
red, as if it contained the moſt pernicious hereſy p 
Why have the preachers of it been hooted at, like 


mad 
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mad dogs, even by men that fear God: nay, and 
Ly ſome of their own children, ſome whom they, 
unde! God, had begotten through the goſpel p 
What reaſon is there for this? Or what pretence #7 
Reaſon, ſound reaſon there is none. It is impoſ- 
fible there ſhould: but pretences there are, and thoſe 
in great abundance, Indeed there is ground to 
fear, that with ſome, who treat us thus, it is mere 
pretence ; that it is no more than a copy of their 
countenance, from the beginnrng to the end. They 
wanted, they ſought occaſion againſt me: and 
here they found what they ſought. © This is 
Mr. Weſflzy's dottrine! He preaches perfection!“ 
He does; yet this is not his dottrine, any more 
than it is yours; or any one's elſe, that is a miniſter 
of Chrift, For it is kts dottrine, peculiarly, em- 
phatically His: it is the dottrine of of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thoſe are his words, not mine, FES e E He w3 
s Hare PT, 5 ty Toic raves Tier tele le ſhall there « 
fore be perfect, as your Father who is in heaven ts per- 
feft. And who ſays, ye ſhall not? Or at leaſt, 
not till your ſoul is ſeparated from the body P It 
is the doctrine of St. Paul, the doctrine of St, 
James, of St. Peter, and St. John: and no other- 
wiſe Ms. IWeſley's, than as it is the dottrine of every 
one who preaches the pure and the whole goſpel. 
I tell you, as plain as I can ſpeak, where ana when 
I found this. I found it in the oracles of God, 
in the Old and New Teſtament: when I readthem 
with no other view or dehfire but to fave my own 
foul, But whole-foever this doctrine is, I pray 
you, what harm is there in it? Look at it again: 


ſurvey it on every fide, and that with the cloſeft 


attention, In one view it is purity of intention, 
dedicating all the life to God, It is the giving 
God all our heart; it is deſire and deſign ruling alt 
our tempers. It is the devoting, not a part, but all 
our ſoul, body, and ſubſtance to God. In another 
view, it isallthe mind which was in Chrift, enabling 
us 10 walk as Chriſt waiked, Jt is the circumci- 
hon of the heart f:om all filthineſs, all inward as 

well 
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well as outward pollution. It is a renewal of the 
heart in the whole image of God, the full likeneſs 
of him that created it, In yet another, it is the 
loving God with all our heart, and our neighbour 
as ourſelves. Now take it in which of theſe views 
you pleaſe, (for there 1s no material difference) 
and this is the whole and ſole perfection, as a train 
of writings prove to a demonſtration, which I 
have believed and taught for theſe forty years, 
from the year 1725, to the year 1765, 

28, Now let this perfection appear in its native 
form, and who can ſpeak one word againſt it? 
Will any dare to ſpeak againſt loving the Lord 
our God with all our heart, and our neighbour as 
ourſelves? Againſt a renewal of heart, not only 
in part, but in the whole image of God? Who 
is he that will open his mouth againſt being cleanſed 
from all pollution both of fleſh and ſpirit? Or 
againſt having all the mind that was in Chriſt, and 
walking in all things as Chriſt walked? What 
man, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, has the har- 
dineſs to object to the devoting, not a part, but all 
our ſoul, body and ſubſtance to God? What ſe- 
rious man would oppole the giving God all our 
heart, and the having one delign ruling all our 
tempers? I ſay, again, let this perfection appear 
in its own ſhape, and who will fight againſt it? 
It muſt be diſguiſed, before it can be oppoſed. It 
muſt be covered with a bear-ſkin firſt, or even the 
wild beaſts of the people, will ſcaice be induced 
to worry it, But whatever theſe do, let not the 
children of God any longer fight againſt the image 
of God. Let not the members of Chriſt ſay any 
thing againſt having the whole mind that was in 
Chriſt, Let not thule who are alive to God op- 

oe the dedicating all our life to him, Why 
ſhould you, who have his love ſhed abroad in vour 
heart, withſtand the giving him all vour heart ? 
Does not all that is within you cry out; O who 
that loves, can love enough?” What pity that 
thoſe who delire and delign to pleaſe him, ſhoutd 
have 
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have any other deſign or defire ? much more that 
they ſhould dread, as a fatal deluſion, yea, abhor, 
as an abomination to God, the having this one de- 
fire and deſign, ruling every temper! Why ſhould 
devout men be afraid of devoting all their foul, 
body, and ſubſtance to God? Why ſhould thoſe 
who love Chriſt, count it a damnable error, to 
think we may have all the mind that was in him? 
We allow, we contend, that we are juſtified freely, 
through the righteouſneſs and the blood of Chriſt, 
And why are you ſo hot againſt us, becauſe we 
expect likewiſe, to be ſaxctiſied wholly through his 
Spirit? We look for no favour either from the 
open ſervants of ſin, or from thole who have only 
the form of religion, But how long will you, who 
worſhip God in ſpirit, who are circumciſed with the 
circumciſion not made with hands, ſet your battle in 
array againſt thoſe, who leek an entire circumeiſion 
of heart, who thirſt to be cleanſed from all filthineſs 
of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fear 
of God? Are we your enemies, becauſe we lock 

or a full deliverance from that arnal mind, which 
is enmity a fainſt Gol? Navy, we <re your brethren, 
your f-iluw-labourers in the vineyard of our Lord, 
your companions in the kingdom and patience of 
Telus. Although this we contels, (if we are fouls 
therein, yet as fouls bear with us:) we do expect 
to love God with all our heart, and our neighbour 
as ourlelves. Yea, we do believe, that he will in 
this world io “ cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, 
by 1c in{prration of his tloly Spirit, that we {hall 

erteftly love him, and worthily maguily his 
on name,” 


